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ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED 
Vv. 
Defendant 
Dirk D. Obbink 

Date Filed # | Docket Text 

06/02/2021 1 | COMPLAINT against Dirk D. Obbink filing fee $ 402, receipt number ANYEDC-14528380 Was the Disclosure 
Statement on Civil Cover Sheet completed -YES,, filed by Hobby Lobby Stores Inc.. (Attachments: # 1 Civil 
Cover Sheet, # 2 Proposed Summons) (McCullough, Michael) (Entered: 06/02/2021) 

06/02/2021 Notice: Re: Incomplete Civil Cover Sheet. The Clerk's Office cannot assign this case without a completed Civil 
Cover Sheet. All questions *** INCLUDING the CERTIFICATION OF ARBITRATION ELIGIBILITY *** 
section on the second page needs to be answered. Please resubmit Civil Cover Sheet. (Bowens, Priscilla) (Entered: 
06/02/2021) 

06/02/2021 2 | Civil Cover Sheet.. Re 1 Complaint, by Hobby Lobby Stores Inc. (McCullough, Michael) (Entered: 06/02/2021) 

06/02/2021 Case Assigned to Judge Rachel P. Kovner and Magistrate Judge Marcia M. Henry. Please download and review 
the Individual Practices of the assigned Judges, located on our website. Attorneys are responsible for providing 
courtesy copies to judges where their Individual Practices require such. (Bowens, Priscilla) (Entered: 06/02/2021) 

06/02/2021 3 | Summons Issued as to Dirk D. Obbink. (Bowens, Priscilla) (Entered: 06/02/2021) 

06/02/2021 4 | In accordance with Rule 73 of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure and Local Rule 73.1, the parties are notified 
that ifall parties consent a United States magistrate judge of this court is available to conduct all proceedings in 
this civil action including a (jury or nonjury) trial and to order the entry of a final judgment. Attached to the 
Notice is a blank copy of the consent form that should be filled out, signed and filed electronically only if all 
parties wish to consent. The form may also be accessed at the following link: 
http://www.uscourts. gov/uscourts/FormsAndFees/Forms/AQ085.pdf. You may withhold your consent without 
adverse substantive consequences. Do NOT return or file the consent unless all parties have signed the 
consent. (Bowens, Priscilla) (Entered: 06/02/2021) 

06/02/2021 5 | This attorney case opening filing has been checked for quality control. See the attachment for corrections that 
were made, if any. (Bowens, Priscilla) (Entered: 06/02/2021) 

09/07/2021 ORDER: The | complaint in this case was filed on 6/2/2021. Under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 4(m), 
plaintiff was required to serve defendant by 8/31/2021. By 9/15/2021, plaintiff is directed to file proof that service 
was timely effected or a status report showing good cause why such service has not been made. Failure to do so 
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may result in dismissal of this case for failure to serve under Rule 4(m) or failure to prosecute under Rule 41. 
Ordered by Judge Rachel P. Kovner on 9/7/2021. (SK) (Entered: 09/07/2021) 


SUMMONS Returned Executed by Hobby Lobby Stores Inc.. Dirk D. Obbink served on 9/7/2021, answer due 
9/28/2021. (McCullough, Michael) (Entered: 09/12/2021) 


Letter to Judge Kovner in response to Order of September 7, 2021 by Hobby Lobby Stores Inc. (Attachments: # 1 
Exhibit) (McCullough, Michael) (Entered: 09/13/2021) 





11/18/2021 


11/30/2021 


12/21/2021 


12/23/2021 
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Request for Certificate of Default by Hobby Lobby Stores Inc. (Attachments: # 1 Exhibit Proposed Certificate of 
Default, # 2 Exhibit Certification of Service, # 3 Exhibit Attorney Affirmation, # 4 Exhibit Exhibit A to Attorney 
Affirmation) (McCullough, Michael) (Entered: 11/18/2021) 


Clerk's ENTRY OF DEFAULT It appearing from the docket maintained in this action that defendant Dirk D. 
Obbink has failed to appear or otherwise defend this action, the default of defendant Dirk D. Obbink is hereby 
noted pursuant to Rule 55a of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. (Poveda, J.) (Entered: 11/30/2021) 


First MOTION for Default Judgment by Hobby Lobby Stores Inc.. (Attachments: # 1 Affidavit) (McCullough, 
Michael) (Entered: 12/21/2021) 


ORDER REFERRING MOTION: The motion for default judgment at 10 is respectfully referred to Magistrate 
Judge Henry. Ordered by Judge Rachel P. Kovner on 12/22/2021. (Andrews, Stephen) (Entered: 12/23/2021) 


PACER Service Center 
Transaction Receipt 
03/29/2022 15:06:24 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 


HOBBY LOBBY STORES, INC, 
Civil Docket No. 21-CV-3113 
Plaintiff, 
- against - 
COMPLAINT 
DIRK D. OBBINK, 
JURY TRIAL DEMANDED 
Defendant. 


Plaintiff Hobby Lobby Stores, Inc. (“Hobby Lobby’’), by and through its attorneys, 
Pearlstein & McCullough LLP, as and for its Complaint, alleges as follows: 
PRELIMINARY STATEMENT 
1. In this action, Plaintiff Hobby Lobby asserts claims for fraud and breach of 
contract in connection with its purchase of ancient papyri fragments (the “Fragments’’) from 
Dirk D. Obbink (“Obbink’’). Pursuant to seven private sale agreements between February 2010 
and February 2013 (the “Private Sale Agreements”) between Hobby Lobby, as Buyer, and 
Obbink, as Seller, Hobby Lobby purchased the Fragments, along with other ancient objects, 
from Obbink (the “Purchases”) for approximately $7,095,100 (the “Purchase Price’). Some of 
the Fragments, the total number yet unknown, were stolen by Obbink from the Egyptian 
Exploration Society (“EES”), the custodian of the largest collection of ancient papyri in the 
world, including those from the Grenfell and Hunt excavations in the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries at the site of Oxyrhynchus, Egypt, housed at the University of Oxford, 
England (“Oxford”). Obbink was a Lecturer in Papyrology and Greek Literature in the Faculty 
of Classics at Oxford until February 2021 and was the General Editor of the Oxyrhynchus 


Papyri at EES until August 2016. 
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2, In connection with the sale of the Fragments to Hobby Lobby, Obbink made 
certain representations that, unknown to Hobby Lobby, were false. The Private Sale 
Agreements contained express warranties, none of which could be squared with the facts, that: 
(i) Obbink owned all right, title, and interest in the Fragments; (11) Obbink had the 
unencumbered right to sell the Fragments; and (iii) Hobby Lobby’s purchase of the Fragments 
would not infringe upon the rights of any third party. Obbink, prior to the Purchases, also 
knowingly made misrepresentations to Hobby Lobby that amount to both a breach of express 
warranty and fraud concerning the Fragments’ provenance (i.e., its history of ownership and 
chain of title). 

3: The fact that some unknown number of the Fragments were stolen renders all the 
Fragments unsalable and worthless to Hobby Lobby, which stands to lose both the Fragments 
and the entire value of the Purchase Price it paid to Obbink. 

THE PARTIES 

4, Plaintiff Hobby Lobby is a corporation formed under the laws of the state of 
Oklahoma with a principal place of business at 7707 SW 44th Street, Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma, 73139, United States of America. 

5. Upon information and belief, Obbink is an individual residing at 10 Pullens Field, 
Headington, Oxford, OX3 OBU, United Kingdom. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

6. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction over this action pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 

1332(a) because there is complete diversity of citizenship between the parties and the amount in 


controversy exceeds $75,000, exclusive of interest and costs. 
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7. This Court has personal jurisdiction over Obbink because he transacted business 
in New York and/or because he committed tortious acts within New York. 

8. Venue is proper in this District pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §1391(c)(3) because Obbink 
is not resident in the United States. 

ALLEGATIONS COMMON TO ALL CAUSES OF ACTION 
Ancient Papyri Fragments on the International Art Market 

. Papyrus is a paper-like material made from the pith of the papyrus plant that was 
used in ancient Egypt for documents, letters, and commercial transactions. Papyrus and the 
plural “papyri” can also refer to fragments of ancient documents written on such material. 

10. Ancient Egyptian papyri have been collected by museums and private collectors 
in the United States since the nineteenth century. However, there are papyri on the market that 
are forged or of questionable origin. Collectors rely on the expertise of sophisticated dealers to 
verify an object’s authenticity and legal ownership. Accordingly, the sale of material by a 
reputable dealer indicates to the art market that the dealer considers the object to be legally 
owned, and the art market, in turn, relies on the dealer’s imprimatur of legality with respect to 
future sales, loans and exhibitions. 

11. Obbink, one of the world’s leading scholars of ancient papyri, also acted 
throughout his career as a private dealer of papyri fragments and other antiquities to the world’s 
greatest museums and private collectors. 

Obbink’s Fraudulent Sale of the Fragments 

12. As Obbink was aware, Hobby Lobby was active in the private art market in 

building a biblical antiquities collection to serve as the base collection for a new museum 


planned to be built in Washington, D.C., the Museum of the Bible (“MOTB”). 
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13. Pursuant to seven Private Sale Agreements between February 2010 and February 
2013, Hobby Lobby, through an agent, viewed the Fragments and consummated the following 
Purchases: 
a. February 6, 2010: Papyri fragments for $80,000 (“Purchase #1”). 
b. February 15, 2011: Papyri fragments and other antiquities for $500,000 
(“Purchase #2”). 
c. July 22, 2010: Papyri fragments and other antiquities for $350,000 (“Purchase 
#3”). 
d. November 20, 2010: Papyri fragments and other antiquities for $2,400,000 
(“Purchase #4’’). 
e. July 20, 2011: Papyri fragments and other antiquities for $1,345,500 (“Purchase 
#5”), 
f. March 7, 2012: Papyri fragments and other antiquities for $609,600 (“Purchase 
#06”). 
g. February 5, 2013: Papyri fragments and other antiquities for $1,810,000 
(“Purchase #7”). 
14. Hobby Lobby paid for each of the Purchases by wire transfer to a bank account in 
the name of Dirk D. Obbink at Comerica Bank in Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
13: For each of the Purchases, Obbink represented to Hobby Lobby that he was 
selling papyri that came from private collectors. 
16. Each of the Private Sale Agreements, at paragraph 4 (captioned “Seller’s 
Representations and Warranties”), contained, among other things, express warranties that: 


a. the Seller owns all right, title, and interest in and to the Property; 
b. the Seller has the unencumbered right to sell the Property to Buyer; and 
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c. the Buyer's purchase of the Property will not infringe upon the rights of 
any third party. 


ig? Obbink’s representations about the previous private ownership of the Fragments 
and Seller’s Representations and Warranties were fraudulently made. None of Obbink’s 
representations and warranties could have been made honestly considering the information 
Obbink possessed. 

18. After each of Purchases, except for Purchase #7, Hobby Lobby imported the 
Fragments into the United States. Purchase #7, which contained four (4) papyrus pieces of New 
Testament Gospels identified as Matthew 3:7—10, 11-12; Mark 1:89, 16-18; Luke 13: 25-27, 
28; and John 8:26—28, 33-35 (the “Gospel Fragments’), was kept by Obbink for further research 


and was never delivered to Hobby Lobby. 


The “Mistaken” Sale of the Gospel Fragments and Obbink’s Agreement to Return the 


Purchase Price for the Gospel Fragments 


19. On or about December 2017, Obbink informed Hobby Lobby that he had 
“mistakenly” sold the Gospel Fragments in Purchase #7 and that they were, in fact, owned by 
his employer, the EES. On January 4, 2018, Hobby Lobby made a written demand to Obbink 
for the return of $760,000, representing the purchase price of the Gospel Fragments. On June 
14, 2018, Hobby Lobby made a second demand on Obbink to return the $760,000. 

20. On June 29, 2018, Obbink responded in writing to Hobby Lobby’s refund request 
and agreed to return the $760,000 (the “Return Agreement”), stating that: “I will be able to 
begin payments in the second half of July and anticipate completing these by late August or 
early September, perhaps sooner. I will let you know if this changes. I hope this is okay, and I 
remain committed to making full payment ASAP.” Hobby Lobby, however, received no 


payments from Obbink. 
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21. In a series of email exchanges in the fall of 2018 and the spring of 2019, Obbink 
informed Hobby Lobby that he needed to sell objects from his personal collection in auctions to 
pay the $760,000 pursuant to the Return Agreement. 

22, On September 24, 2019, Obbink sent an email to Hobby Lobby stating that 
payments to him for objects sold at auction were dependent upon the issuance of an export 
permit from the United Kingdom and that such permit would take 90 days to obtain. Further, he 
stated: 

“As mentioned to you in my previous email, I am entirely dependent on the auction 

houses' making payment to me to settle this outstanding refund. These items are not what 

you can easily get a buyer for, so now that it has been sold, Iam confident we can close 
this amicably. I have from my personal funds made a payment of $10,000 and the receipt 
is attached. I crave your indulgence to exercise some patience to enable us get this export 
permit and have the clients make the payment so we can close this long drawn out issue. 
The funds I have sent is a proof of my commitment to complete this process as soon as 
possible. I assure you before the 90 days elapses, most likely end of October or first week 
of November, this will be resolved and the complete balance sent to you. I am convinced 
that this whole issue will be settled latest by November and if complete payment is not 
made by then, I will accept whatever actions you decide to take against me.” 
Attached to the email was a receipt for a $10,000 wire transfer to Hobby Lobby’s bank account. 
Thereafter, no further payments were made by Obbink pursuant to the Return Agreement. 
Hobby Lobby and EES Discover the Thefts 

a2. On or about April and May 2019, an MOTB representative contacted EES on 
behalf of Hobby Lobby to inquire about the circumstances surrounding Obbink’s sale of the 
Gospel Fragments. 

24. On June 4, 2019, a representative of MOTB travelled to London, United Kingdom 
and met with representatives of EES to discuss the Gospel Fragments. At the meeting, the 


MOTB representative provided the EES representatives with a copy of the Purchase Agreement 


for the Gospel Fragments along with images and descriptions of the objects. After discussion, 
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the EES representatives concluded that the Gospel Fragments had been stolen from the EES by 
Obbink and sold to Hobby Lobby. 

25. Thereafter, EES and MOTB met and conferred on all the Purchases and 
determined that other pieces of papyri had been stolen by Obbink from EES and sold to Hobby 
Lobby. To date, thirty-two (32) items have been identified as having been stolen by Obbink 
from EES and sold directly to Hobby Lobby. The investigation continues. 


FIRST CLAIM FOR RELIEF 
(Fraud) 


26. | Hobby Lobby repeats and realleges each allegation set forth in paragraphs 1 
through 25, inclusive, as if fully set forth at length herein. 

21, Prior to the Purchases, for the purpose of inducing Hobby Lobby to consummate 
the Purchase, and as part of the basis of the bargain for the Purchase, Obbink represented to 
Hobby Lobby, expressly and unequivocally, in the Purchase Agreements and in conversations, 
based on his actual knowledge of the Fragments’ ownership history, that (i) the Fragments had 
been previously owned by private collectors; (ii) Obbink owned all right, title, and interest in 
and to the Fragments; (iii) Obbink had the unencumbered right to sell the Fragments to Hobby 
Lobby; and (iv) Hobby's Lobby’s purchase of the Property would not infringe upon the rights of 
any third party. 

28. Obbink further knew that Hobby Lobby (1) had expressly required Obbink’s 
representation and warranties in the Purchase Agreements as a condition of the Purchases, (ii) 
was purchasing the Fragments to lend and/or donate to the MOTB, (iii) would rely on Obbink’s 
statements, and (iv) would not purchase the Fragments unless Obbink’s representations and 
warranties were true. Indeed, Hobby Lobby required Obbink’s representations and warranties in 


writing as an express condition of the Purchases. 
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29. Hobby Lobby reasonably relied on Obbink’s representations and warranties in 
purchasing the Fragments. Although Hobby Lobby conducted a reasonable and customary due 
diligence investigation on the Fragments, it discovered no reason to question the truth, accuracy, 
and completeness of Obbink’s various statements, misstatements, and omissions which 
cumulatively amounted to a lie. Hobby Lobby would not have made the Purchases if it had 
known that the Fragments had been stolen from EES by Obbink. 

30. By reason of the foregoing, Hobby Lobby has been damaged as a proximate cause 
of Obbink’s deceitful and fraudulent conduct and is entitled to rescind the Purchases and 
recover the Purchase Price of $7,095,100 together with interest from February 2013 and 
attorney’s fees and costs. 


SECOND CLAIM FOR RELIEF 
(Breach of Contract) 


31. | Hobby Lobby repeats and realleges each allegation set forth in paragraphs 1 
through 30, inclusive, as if fully set forth at length herein. 

32. On June 29, 2018, Obbink entered into the Return Agreement to rescind the sale 
of the Gospel Fragments and return the $760,000 Hobby Lobby had paid in connection with its 
purchase of the Gospel Fragments. 

a3: Obbink made a payment on September 24, 2019 of $10,000 under the Return 
Agreement and agreed to pay the balance of the amount owed by November 2019. He made no 
further payments pursuant to the Return Agreement. 

34. Obbink breached the Return Agreement by failing to pay the $750,000 balance 


owed. 
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35. By reason of the foregoing, Hobby Lobby has been damaged by Obbink’s breach 
of the Return Agreement in the amount of $750,000 together with interest from September 24, 


2019 and attorney’s fees and costs. 


DEMAND FOR RELIEF 
WHEREFORE, Hobby Lobby demands judgment against the Defendant, as follows: 
(a) rescinding the Purchases of the Fragments and requiring Obbink to return the 
$7,095,100 Purchase Price to Hobby Lobby together with interest from February 2013 as 
allowed by law; 
(b) awarding Hobby Lobby all attorneys’ fees and expenses and other costs it has 
incurred in this action; and 


(c) granting any further and different relief as the Court deems just and proper. 
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Dated: New York, New York 
June 2, 2021 Respectfully submitted, 


Pearlstein & McCullough LLP 


By: _/s/ Michael McCullough 
Michael McCullough 


Anju Uchima 


641 Lexington Avenue, 13" Floor 
New York, NY 10022 

Tel: (646) 762-7264 
MMcCullough @ PMCounsel.com 
AUchima@PMCounsel.com 
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substantial saving of judicial resources is likely to result from assigning both cases to the same judge and magistrate judge.” Rule 50.3.1 (b) provides that “ A civil case shall not be 
deemed “related” to another civil case merely because the civil case: (A) involves identical legal issues, or (B) involves the same parties.” Rule 50.3.1 (c) further provides that 
“Presumptively, and subject to the power of a judge to determine otherwise pursuant to paragraph (d), civil cases shall not be deemed to be “related” unless both cases are still 
pending before the court.” 


NY-E DIVISION OF BUSINESS RULE 50.1(d)(2) 


1.) Is the civil action being filed in the Eastern District removed from a New York State Court located in Nassau or Suffolk 
County? Cl] Yes No 

2.) If you answered “no” above: 
a) Did the events or omissions giving rise to the claim or claims, or a substantial part thereof, occur in Nassau or Suffolk 
County? Cl Yes No 
b) Did the events or omissions giving rise to the claim or claims, or a substantial part thereof, occur in the Eastern 
District? Yes No 


C) If this is a Fair Debt Collection Practice Act case, specify the County in which the offending communication was 
received: 


If your answer to question 2 (b) is “No,” does the defendant (or a majority of the defendants, if there is more than one) reside in Nassau or 
Suffolk County, or, el interpleader ae ces the claimant (or a majority of the claimants, if there is more than one) reside in Nassau or 


Suffolk County? Yes oO 
(Note: A corporation shall be considered a resident of the County in which it has the most significant contacts). 





BAR ADMISSION 
| am currently admitted in the Eastern District of New York and currently a member in good standing of the bar of this court. 
Yes Cl No 
Are you currently the subject of any disciplinary action (s) in this or any other state or federal court? 


Ol Yes (If yes, please explain No 


| certify the accuracy of all information provided above. 


Signature: _/s/ Michael McCullough 





Last Modified: 11/27/2017 
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AO 440 (Rev. 06/12) Summons in a Civil Action 


UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 


for the 


Eastern District of New York 


Hobby Lobby Stores, Inc. 





Plaintiff(s) 
Vv. 
Dirk D. Obbink 


Civil Action No. 2106V3113 





Se a a a a a a a a a ae 


Defendant(s) 


SUMMONS IN A CIVIL ACTION 


To: (Defendant’s name and address) eae d 


Headington, Oxford OX3 OBU 
United Kingdom 


A lawsuit has been filed against you. 


Within 21 days after service of this summons on you (not counting the day you received it) — or 60 days if you 
are the United States or a United States agency, or an officer or employee of the United States described in Fed. R. Civ. 
P. 12 (a)(2) or (3) — you must serve on the plaintiff an answer to the attached complaint or a motion under Rule 12 of 
the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. The answer or motion must be served on the plaintiff or plaintiff's attorney, 


WHOSE MAING BRM Adan Ne: p. srisigin @MECullougiLLE 
641 Lexington Avenue, 13th Floor 
New York, New York 10022 


If you fail to respond, judgment by default will be entered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint. 
You also must file your answer or motion with the court. 


DOUGLAS C. PALMER 
CLERK OF COURT 


Date, 06/02/2021 








Signature of Clerk or Deputy Clerk 
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The JS 44 civil cover sheet and the information contained herein neither replace nor supplement the filing and service of pleadings or other papers as required by law, except as 
provided by local rules of court. This form, approved by the Judicial Conference of the United States in September 1974, is required for the use of the Clerk of Court for the 


purpose of initiating the civil docket sheet. 


(SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON NEXT PAGE OF THIS FORM.) 





I. (a) PLAINTIFFS 


Hobby Lobby Stores, Inc. 


(b) County of Residence of First Listed Plaintiff 


Oklahoma 


DEFENDANT 


S 


Dirk D. Obbink 





(EXCEPT IN U.S. PLAINTIFF CASES) 


(c) Attorneys (Firm Name, Address, and Telephone Number) 


Pearlstein & McCullough LLP 
641 Lexington Avenue, 13th Fir., NY, NY 10022 


NOTE: 


County of Residence of First Listed Defendant 


Oxford, United Kingdom 





(IN U.S. PLAINTIFF CASES ONLY) 


THE TRACT OF LAND INVOLVED. 


Attorneys (If Known) 


IN LAND CONDEMNATION CASES, USE THE LOCATION OF 





II. BASIS OF JURISDICTION (Place an “X” in One Box Only) 

















Ill. CITIZENSHIP OF PRINCIPAL PARTIES (Place an “‘X” in One Box for Plaintiff 


(For Diversity Cases Only) 














and One Box for Defendant) 



















































































































































































[] 1 U.S. Government 3 Federal Question PTF DEF PTF DEF 
Plaintiff (U.S. Government Not a Party) Citizen of This State 1 1 Incorporated or Principal Place | 4 4 
of Business In This State 
[] 2 U.S. Government [3] 4 Diversity Citizen of Another State 2 2 Incorporated and Principal Place kK 5 
Defendant (Indicate Citizenship of Parties in Item III) of Business In Another State 
Citizen or Subject of a 3 %| 3 Foreign Nation | 6 6 
Foreign Country 
IV. NATURE OF SUIT (Place an “X” in One Box Only) 
CONTRACT TORTS FORFEITURE/PENALTY BANKRUPTCY OTHER STATUTES 
110 Insurance PERSONAL INJURY PERSONAL INJURY 625 Drug Related Seizure 422 Appeal 28 USC 158 375 False Claims Act 
120 Marine 310 Airplane 365 Personal Injury - of Property 21 USC 881 |_| 423 Withdrawal 376 Qui Tam (31 USC 
130 Miller Act 315 Airplane Product Product Liability 690 Other 28 USC 157 3729(a)) 
140 Negotiable Instrument Liability 367 Health Care/ 400 State Reapportionment 
[| 150 Recovery of Overpayment 320 Assault, Libel & Pharmaceutical PROPERTY RIGHTS 410 Antitrust 
& Enforcement of Judgment Slander Personal Injury 820 Copyrights 430 Banks and Banking 
151 Medicare Act 330 Federal Employers’ Product Liability |_| 830 Patent 450 Commerce 
152 Recovery of Defaulted Liability 368 Asbestos Personal |_| 835 Patent - Abbreviated 460 Deportation 
Student Loans 340 Marine Injury Product New Drug Application 470 Racketeer Influenced and 
(Excludes Veterans) 345 Marine Product Liability 840 Trademark Corrupt Organizations 
E] 153 Recovery of Overpayment Liability PERSONAL PROPERTY LABOR 880 Defend Trade Secrets 480 Consumer Credit 
of Veteran’s Benefits 350 Motor Vehicle 370 Other Fraud 710 Fair Labor Standards Act of 2016 (15 USC 1681 or 1692) 
LE] 160 Stockholders’ Suits 355 Motor Vehicle [| 371 Truth in Lending Act 485 Telephone Consumer 
[3] 190 Other Contract Product Liability 380 Other Personal 720 Labor/Management SOCIAL SECURITY Protection Act 
195 Contract Product Liability 360 Other Personal Property Damage Relations 861 HIA (1395ff) 490 Cable/Sat TV 
196 Franchise Injury 385 Property Damage 740 Railway Labor Act || 862 Black Lung (923) 850 Securities/Commodities/ 
362 Personal Injury - Product Liability 751 Family and Medical |_| 863 DIWC/DIWW (405(g)) Exchange 
Medical Malpractice Leave Act |_| 864 SSID Title XVI 890 Other Statutory Actions 
REAL PROPERTY CIVIL RIGHTS PRISONER PETITIONS 790 Other Labor Litigation 865 RSI (405(g)) 891 Agricultural Acts 
210 Land Condemnation 440 Other Civil Rights Habeas Corpus: 791 Employee Retirement 893 Environmental Matters 
[| 220 Foreclosure 441 Voting 463 Alien Detainee Income Security Act FEDERAL TAX SUITS 895 Freedom of Information 
230 Rent Lease & Ejectment 442 Employment 510 Motions to Vacate 870 Taxes (U.S. Plaintiff Act 
240 Torts to Land 443 Housing/ Sentence or Defendant) 896 Arbitration 
245 Tort Product Liability Accommodations 530 General 871 IRS—Third Party 899 Administrative Procedure 
[| 290 All Other Real Property 445 Amer. w/Disabilities - 535 Death Penalty IMMIGRATION 26 USC 7609 Act/Review or Appeal of 
Employment Other: 462 Naturalization Application Agency Decision 
446 Amer. w/Disabilities - 540 Mandamus & Other 465 Other Immigration 950 Constitutionality of 
Other 550 Civil Rights Actions State Statutes 


448 Education 


555 Prison Condition 

560 Civil Detainee - 
Conditions of 
Confinement 








V. ORIGIN (Place an “‘X” in One Box Only) 





Original 


1 
* 
| Proceeding 














VI. CAUSE OF ACTION 


VII. REQUESTED IN 
COMPLAINT: 





2 Removed from 3 
State Court 











28 U.S.C. § 1332(a) 





[-] CHECK IF THIS 





Remanded from 
Appellate Court 











Brief description of cause: 
Breach of Contract and Common Law Fraud 


IS A CLASS ACTION 


UNDER RULE 23, F.R.Cv.P. 


VII. RELATED CASE(S) 


IF ANY 


DATE 
June 2, 2021 
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 


RECEIPT # 


(See instructions): 


AMOUNT 


JUDGE 


4 Reinstated or 
Reopened 





(specify) 


DEMAND $ 


SIGNATURE OF ATP Rohan ‘McCullough 


APPLYING IFP 


JUDGE 


Cl 5 Transferred from 
Another District 

















6 Multidistrict 
Litigation - 
Transfer 











Cite the U.S. Civil Statute under which you are filing (Do not cite jurisdictional statutes unless diversity): 


8 Multidistrict 
Litigation - 
Direct File 


CHECK YES only if demanded in complaint: 


JURY DEMAND: 








* ]Yes 





]No 





DOCKET NUMBER 


MAG. JUDGE 


Case 1:21-cv-031 ERA ATION QMARBITRAGIOGN EbIG BALE PYF 2 PagelD #: 15 


Local Arbitration Rule 83.7 provides that with certain exceptions, actions seeking money damages only in an amount not In excess of $150. 
exclusive of interest and costs, are eligible for compulsory arbitration. The amount of damages is presumed to be below the threshold amount unless a 


certification to the contrary is filed. 


Case is Eligible for Arbitration [ial] 


I, Michael McCullough , counsel for. Plaintiff , do hereby certify that the above captioned civil action is ineligible for 








compulsory arbitration for the following reason(s): 


monetary damages sought are in excess of $150,000, exclusive of interest and costs, 


the complaint seeks injunctive relief, 


OILS) 


the matter is otherwise ineligible for the following reason 


DISCLOSURE STATEMENT - FEDERAL RULES CIVIL PROCEDURE 7.1 


Identify any parent corporation and any publicly held corporation that owns 10% or more or its stocks: 
None 


RELATED CASE STATEMENT (Section VIII on the Front of this Form) 


Please list all cases that are arguably related pursuant to Division of Business Rule 50.3.1 in Section VIII on the front of this form. Rule 50.3.1 (a) provides that “A civil case is “related” 
to another civil case for purposes of this guideline when, because of the similarity of facts and legal issues or because the cases arise from the same transactions or events, a 
substantial saving of judicial resources is likely to result from assigning both cases to the same judge and magistrate judge.” Rule 50.3.1 (b) provides that “ A civil case shall not be 
deemed “related” to another civil case merely because the civil case: (A) involves identical legal issues, or (B) involves the same parties.” Rule 50.3.1 (c) further provides that 
“Presumptively, and subject to the power of a judge to determine otherwise pursuant to paragraph (d), civil cases shall not be deemed to be “related” unless both cases are still 
pending before the court.” 


NY-E DIVISION OF BUSINESS RULE 50.1(d)(2) 


1.) Is the civil action being filed in the Eastern District removed from a New York State Court located in Nassau or Suffolk 
County? Cl] Yes No 

2.) If you answered “no” above: 
a) Did the events or omissions giving rise to the claim or claims, or a substantial part thereof, occur in Nassau or Suffolk 
County? Cl Yes No 
b) Did the events or omissions giving rise to the claim or claims, or a substantial part thereof, occur in the Eastern 
District? Yes No 


C) If this is a Fair Debt Collection Practice Act case, specify the County in which the offending communication was 
received: 


If your answer to question 2 (b) is “No,” does the defendant (or a majority of the defendants, if there is more than one) reside in Nassau or 
Suffolk County, or, el interpleader ae ces the claimant (or a majority of the claimants, if there is more than one) reside in Nassau or 


Suffolk County? Yes oO 
(Note: A corporation shall be considered a resident of the County in which it has the most significant contacts). 





BAR ADMISSION 
| am currently admitted in the Eastern District of New York and currently a member in good standing of the bar of this court. 
Yes Cl No 
Are you currently the subject of any disciplinary action (s) in this or any other state or federal court? 


Ol Yes (If yes, please explain No 


| certify the accuracy of all information provided above. 


Signature: _/s/ Michael McCullough 





Last Modified: 11/27/2017 
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AO 440 (Rev. 06/12) Summons in a Civil Action 


UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 


for the 
Eastern District of New York 








Hobby Lobby Stores, Inc. ) 
) 
) 
) 
Plaintiff(s) ) 
Vv. Civil Action No. 210V3113 
Dirk D. Obbink ) 
) 
) 
) 
Defendant(s) ) 
SUMMONS IN A CIVIL ACTION 
Dirk D. Obbink 


To: (Defendant’s name and address) 40: Pullens Field 


Headington, Oxford OX3 OBU 
United Kingdom 


A lawsuit has been filed against you. 


Within 21 days after service of this summons on you (not counting the day you received it) — or 60 days if you 
are the United States or a United States agency, or an officer or employee of the United States described in Fed. R. Civ. 
P. 12 (a)(2) or (3) — you must serve on the plaintiff an answer to the attached complaint or a motion under Rule 12 of 
the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. The answer or motion must be served on the plaintiff or plaintiffs attorney, 


whOse Name and aCGTESs/aTS? se -aristei & MeCullovaliLile 
641 Lexington Avenue, 13th Floor 
New York, New York 10022 


If you fail to respond, judgment by default will be entered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint. 
You also must file your answer or motion with the court. 


DOUGLAS C. PALMER 
CLERK OF COURT 


pare, 06/02/2021 > |s[ Priscilla Bowens 








Signature of Clerk or Deputy Clerk 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 


Douglas C Palmer Kp Op, Theodore Roosevelt Federal Courthouse 
Clerk of Court yy 4 Emanuel Cellar Federal Courthouse 
225 Cadman Plaza East 
Brooklyn, NY 11201 
(718) 613-2270 


Brenna B. Mahoney 
Chief Deputy and Counsel to the Clerk 


Carol McMahon 
Chief Deputy 


Alfonse D’Amato Federal Courthouse 
100 Federal Plaza 

Central Islip, NY 11722 

(631) 712-6030 





NOTICE 


In accordance with Rule 73 of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure and Local Rule 
73.1, the parties are notified that if all parties consent a United States magistrate judge of 
this court is available to conduct all proceedings in this civil action (including a jury or nonjury 
trial) and to order the entry of a final judgment. You may consent to the magistrate judge who 
has been assigned to this case or to a new magistrate judge selected at random. Attached is a 
blank copy of the consent form that should be signed and filed electronically only if all parties 
wish to consent and it is signed by all parties. A consent form may also be accessed at the 
following link: http://www.uscourts.gov/uscourts/FormsAndFees/Forms/AO085. pdf 

You may withhold your consent without adverse substantive consequences. 


Do NOT return or file the consent unless all parties have signed the consent. 
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AO 85 (Rev. GFP[ ": 5 4234+Notice, Consent, and Reference of a Civil Action to a Magistrate Judge 


UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 


for the 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 





Plaintiff 


V. Civil Action No. 





SO oS 


Defendant 


NOTICE, CONSENT, AND REFERENCE OF A CIVIL ACTION TO A MAGISTRATE JUDGE 


Notice of a magistrate judge’s availability. A United States magistrate judge of this court is available to conduct all 
proceedings in this civil action (including a jury or nonjury trial) and to order the entry of a final judgment. The judgment may 
then be appealed directly to the United States court of appeals like any other judgment of this court. A magistrate judge may 
exercise this authority only if all parties voluntarily consent. You may consent to the magistrate judge assigned to this case or 
to a new magistrate judge selected at random. 


You may consent to have your case referred to a magistrate judge, or you may withhold your consent without adverse 
substantive consequences. The name of any party withholding consent will not be revealed to any judge who may otherwise 
be involved with your case. 


Consent to a magistrate judge’s authority. The following parties consent to have a United States magistrate judge 
conduct all proceedings in this case including trial, the entry of final judgment, and all post-trial proceedings. 


Select one: The parties consent to ____ the magistrate judge who is assigned to this case 
____ anew magistrate judge selected at random. 
Parties’ printed names Signatures of parties or attorneys Dates 














In order for the Consent to be valid, all parties must sign this form and agree to the selection of the magistrate judge. 
Reference Order 


IT IS ORDERED: This case is referred to a United States magistrate judge to conduct all proceedings and 
order the entry of a final judgment in accordance with 28 U.S.C. § 636(c) and Fed. R. Civ. P. 73. 


Date: 








District Judge’s signature 





Printed name and title 


Note:""F q'pqvtgwtp'y g'hqto '\q'y g'EretniqhEquivat'hie'"kVqp"GEH vpreuu'cmit ctuguj cxg'consentgf to the exercise of 
jurisdiction by a United States Magistrate Judge. Do not return this form to a Judge. 
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UNITED STATES COURTS 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 
QUALITY CONTROL CHECK 
ATTORNEY CASE OPENINGS 





Corrections 












































Were Corrections made to this ACO case? ves | | No 
4 Attorney did not complete the initiating documents. 
Checked on http://www.nyed.circ2.dcn/cfm/ecf/atyopencase.cfm to determine who the 
attorney was that attempted to file the case and contacted that attorney in order to retrieve [ | 
Complaint, Cover Sheet, Summons, and payment information or to advise the attorney to 
file the initiating documents. 
2 Court Designation was incorrect. Copied case, changed Court designation, deleted 
incorrect case and advised other Court. This is in conjunction with Paragraph 10-NY-E [| 
Division of Business Rule 50.1(d)(2) 
3 Attorney did not separate the initiating document. Separated document into individual 
attachments. Replaced Main document and attached the cover sheet and Summons (if [ | 
applicable). 
4 Attorney did not include a Complaint [ | Cover Sheet [| Summons 
Contacted attorney and retrieved missing document from attorney. [] L_| 
5 Attorney used L] Incorrect Form of Summons ____[] Defendant’s name and 
address not completed L] Plaintiff's attorney name and address not completed. 
[] Caption on the summons does not match caption on the complaint. [] 
[] Incorrect Date. [] Incorrect Case Number 
Contacted attorney and requested a corrected summons. 
6 Attorney used incorrect event when docketing the initiating document. ] 
Deleted document and re-docketed using the correct event. 
7 U] Corrected Party Role L] Party spelling 
L] Added missing Party 
O Converted from All Caps to Initial Caps [ | 
L] Added party text U Removed party text [] Added alias 
8 Corrected Short Title 
9 Corrected Basis of Jurisdiction Citizenship of Principal Parties 
1] Nature of Suit LJ Cause of ActionL] Fee Status 0 County Code [| 
[] Dollar DemandL] J ury Demand [1] Class Action [] Origin 
10 NY-E Division of Business Rule 50.1(d)(2) was not completed. Contacted attorney and ] 
retrieved corrected cover sheet and replaced on docket sheet. 
11 Added case in other court to docket sheet. L] 
12 Added/Corrected Disclosure Statement question and response in docket entry 
13 Page 1, Question 1(b) Plaintiff's county of residence was not indicated [ ] 
14 Page 2, Question 2(c) was not completed or is inconsistent [] 
15 Certification of Arbitration Eligibility not completed 
Other 








[ 
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WITNESS STATEMENT 


Name of Witness: David Herniman 
No. of Witness Statement: 1 

Exhibit: DH/1-DH/4 

Statement dated: 7° September 2021 
Date Filed: 


United States District Court 
for the Eastern District of New York Civil Action Number 21CV3113 


Between 


Plaintiff 
Hobby Lobby Stores, Inc 


Defendant 
Dirk D Obbink 


eee 
WITNESS STATEMENT OF: DAVID HERNIMAN 
ee 


|, David Herniman of APW Investigations, Harwell Innovation Centre 173 Curie 
Avenue Harwell in the County of Oxfordshire, a process server acting under the 
direction of Pearlstein & McCullough LLP 641 Lexington Avenue, 13" Floor, New 
York, New York 10022 Attorneys for the Plaintiff in this matter state as follows: 


That I did at 1100 hours on Saturday 17% July 2021 attend at 12 Pullens Field, 
Headington, Oxford, OX3 OBU. 


The premises was a large detached house and the last known address of the 
Plaintiff Mr Dirk Obbink which had been supplied to us by those who instruct us. 


There | spoke with a female Dr Hinze who stated that she had recently moved 
into the house on 30" June 2021. She stated that the previous occupant Mr 
Obbink had not left a forwarding address. 
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We conducted further trace enquiries and discovered that a new address for Mr 
Obbink was: 


James Brindley, Weirs Orchard, Weirs Lane, Oxford, OX1 4UP. 


That | did at 1155 hours on Monday 16" August 2021 attend at ‘James Brindley’ 
Weirs Orchard, Weirs Lane, Oxford, OX1 4UP. The premise was a house boat 
(barge). The boat appeared very untidy, although there was bedding on the 
boat it did not appear to be inhabited on a regular basis. 


There was no one present at this time. 
| spoke to a female on the neighbouring boat who was very friendly and open. 


| did not disclose any information to her apart from that | was looking for the 
man who lived on the boat. She freely offered the following information: 


Occupant was Dirk Obbink 

He was on holiday, she clarified that he had not gone away. 

He was out at this time. 

Best to catch him during the week not at weekends. 

He is old fashioned and does not have a mobile, but she does have his 
email address which she was happy to pass to us. 


That | did at 0800 hours on Tuesday 17% August 2021 attend at ‘James Brindley’ 
Weirs Orchard, Weirs Lane, Oxford, OX1 4UP. There was no one present on the 
boat. 


That | did at 0915 hours on Wednesday 18¢ August 2021 attend at ‘James 
Brindley’ Weirs Orchard, Weirs Lane, Oxford, OX1 4UP. There was no one 
present on the boat. 


That | did at 1930 hours on Tuesday 24" August 2021 attend at ‘James 
Brindley’ Weirs Orchard, Weirs Lane, Oxford, OX1 4UP. There was no one 
present on the boat. 


| spoke to the same female neighbour who said Mr Obbink had not been 
about for the last week and stated he was there 8 out of 10 days the previous 
week. 


That I did at 1627 hours on Tuesday 7‘ September 2021 together with Jacqueline 
Herniman attend at ‘James Brindley’ Weirs Orchard, Weirs Lane, Oxford, OX1 
4UP. 


The premise appeared to be in the same condition as on previous visits. 
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We got no reply at the premise and there did not appear to be anyone occupying 
the premise. 


| served the below listed documents by placing them in a sealed envelope 
addressed to Mr Dirk Obbink and secured the envelope with tape on the outside 
of the main entrance door. 


1. Summons in a Civil Action dated 6"" February 2021 
2. Preliminary Statement dated 2 June 2021 


| now exhibit true copies hereto marked DH/1 of the above listed documents. 

| again spoke with the same female on the neighbouring boat who identified 
herself to me as Ms Sam Dent. She informed me that Mr Obbink had made two 
fleeting visits to the boat in the last week and also informed me that the police had 
been looking for him at the address. 

| took a series of photographs of the serve. 

| now exhibit a true copy hereto marked DH/2 of the photographs of the serve. 
That I did at 1657 hours the same day together with Jacqueline Hemiman attend 
the Royal Mail Post Box 93 High Street, Wheatley, Oxford, OX33 1XP and posted 
the below listed documents by placing them in a sealed envelope with a first-class 


stamp attached and addressed to Mr Dirk Obbink. 


1.Summons in a Civil Action dated 6 February 2021 
2. Preliminary Statement dated 2" June 2021 


| now exhibit true copies hereto marked DH/3 of the above listed documents. 
| took a series of photographs of the document posting. 


| now exhibit a true copy hereto marked DH/4 of the photographs of the posting. 
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Statement of Truth 
| believe that the facts stated in this statement are true. 





DAVID HERNIMAN 


Dated: 7° September 2021 
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EXHIBIT 


Name of Witness: David Herniman 
No. of Witness Statement: 1 

Exhibit: DH/1 

Statement dated: 7" September 2021 
Date Filed: 


United States District Court 
for the Eastern District of New York Civil Action Number 21CV31 13 


Between 


Plaintiff 
Hobby Lobby Stores, Inc 


Defendant 
Dirk D Obbink 


EXHIBIT 


These are the documents marked DH/1 referred to in the Witness Statement 
of David Herniman. 


Dated this 7" day of September 2021 


SIGNED: 
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AO 440 (Rev. 06/12) Summons in a Civil Action 


UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
for the 
Eastern District of New York 


Hobby Lobby Stores, inc, ) 
) 
) 
) 
Plaintiffis) ) 
v. : Civil Action No. 21CV3113 
Dirk D. Obbink ) 
) 
) 
trea - “2 
Defendant(s) ) 
SUMMONS IN A CIVIL ACTION 


Dirk D. Obbink 
10 Pullens Field 
Headington, Oxford OX3 OBU 
United Kingdom 


To: (Defendant's name and address) 


A lawsuit has been filed against you. 


are the United States or a United States agency, or an officer or employee of the United States described in Fed. R. Civ. 
P. 12 (a)(2) or (3) — you must serve on the plaintiff an answer to the attached complaint or a motion under Rule 12 of 


Pearistein & McCullough LLP 
641 Lexington Avenue, 13th Floor 
New York, New York 10022 


If you fail to respond, judgment by default will be entered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint. 
You also must file your answer or motion with the court. 


DOUGLAS C. PALMER 


CLERK OF COURT 


[/Priscilla Bowens 


est 
Signature of Clerk or Deputy Clerk 


Date: 96/02/2021 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 


asannnaenmme 


HOBBY LOBBY STORES, INC, 

Civil Docket No. 21-CV-3113 
Plaintiff, 
- against - 

COMPLAINT 

DIRK D, OBBINK, ; 
JURY TRIAL DEMANDED 

Defendant. 


i ae 
Plaintiff Hobby Lobby Stores, Inc. (“Hobby Lobby”), by and through its attorneys, 
Pearlstein & McCullough LLP, as and for its Complaint, alleges as follows: 
PRELIMINARY STATEMENT 
1, In this action, Plaintiff Hobby Lobby asserts claims for fraud and breach of 
contract in connection with its purchase of ancient Papyri fragments (the “Fragments”) from 
Dirk D, Obbink (“Obbink”). Pursuant to seven Private sale agreements between February 2010 
and February 2013 (the “Private Sale Agreements”) between Hobby Lobby, as Buyer, and 
Obbink, as Seller, Hobby Lobby purchased the Fragments, along with other ancient objects, 
from Obbink (the “Purchases”) for approximately $7,095,100 (the “Purchase Price”). Some of 
the Fragments, the total number yet unknown, were stolen by Obbink from the Egyptian 
Exploration Society (“EES”), the custodian of the largest collection of ancient papyri in the 
world, including those from the Grenfell and Hunt excavations in the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries at the site of Oxyrhynchus, Egypt, housed at the University of Oxford, 
England (“Oxford”). Obbink was a Lecturer in Papyrology and Greek Literature in the Faculty 
of Classics at Oxford until February 2021 and was the General Editor of the Oxyrhynchus 


Papyri at EES until August 2016. 
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ps In connection with the sale of the Fragments to Hobby Lobby, Obbink made 
certain representations that, unknown to Hobby Lobby, were false. The Private Sale 
Agreements contained express warranties, none of which could be Squared with the facts, that: 
(i) Obbink owned all right, title, and interest in the Fragments; (ii) Obbink had the 
unencumbered right to sell the Fragments; and (iii) Hobby Lobby’s purchase of the Fragments 
would not infringe upon the rights of any third party, Obbink, prior to the Purchases, also 
knowingly made misrepresentations to Hobby Lobby that amount to both a breach of express 
Warranty and fraud concerning the Fragments’ provenance (i.e., its history of Ownership and 
chain of title), 

3. The fact that some unknown number of the Fragments were stolen renders all the 
Fragments unsalable and worthless to Hobby Lobby, which Stands to lose both the Fragments 
and the entire value of the Purchase Price it paid to Obbink. 

THE PARTIES 

4, Plaintiff Hobby Lobby is a Corporation formed under the laws of the state of 
Oklahoma with a principal place of business at 7707 SW 44th Street, Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma, 73139, United States of America. 

5. Upon information and belief, Obbink is an individual residing at 10 Pullens Field, 
Headington, Oxford, OX3 OBU, United Kingdom. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 
6. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction Over this action pursuant to 28 U.S.C, § 
1332(a) because there is complete diversity of citizenship between the Parties and the amount in 


controversy exceeds $75,000, exclusive of interest and costs, 
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7. This Court has personal jurisdiction over Obbink because he transacted business 


in New York and/or because he committed tortious acts within New York. 


8. Venue is proper in this District pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §1391(c)\(3) because Obbink 


is not resident in the United States, 





verify an object’s authenticity and legal Ownership, Accordingly, the sale of material by a 
reputable dealer indicates to the art market that the dealer considers the object to be legally 
Owned, and the art market, in turn, relies on the dealer’s imprimatur of legality with respect to 
future sales, loans and exhibitions, 

11. Obbink, one of the world’s leading scholars of ancient papyri, also acted 
throughout his career as a private dealer of Papyri fragments and other antiquities to the world’s 
greatest museums and private collectors, 

Obbink’s Fraudulent Sale of the Fragments 

12. As Obbink was aware, Hobby Lobby was active in the private art market in 

building a biblical antiquities collection to Serve as the base collection for a new museum 


planned to be built in Washington, D.C., the Museum of the Bible (“MOTB”), 








13. Pursuant to seven Private Sale Agreements between February 2010 and February 
2013, Hobby Lobby, through an agent, viewed the Fragments and consummated the following 
Purchases: 
a. February 6, 2010: Papyri fragments for $80,000 (“Purchase #1”), 
b. February 15, 2011: Papyri fragments and other antiquities for $500,000 
(“Purchase #2”), 
c. July 22, 2010: Papyri fragments and other antiquities for $350,000 (“Purchase 
#3”), 
d. November 20, 2010: Papyri fragments and other antiquities fur $2,400,000 
(“Purchase #4”), 
€. July 20, 2011: Papyri fragments and other antiquities for $1,345,500 (“Purchase 
#5”), 
f. March 7, 2012: Papyri fragments and other antiquities for $609,600 (“Purchase 
#6”). 
8. February 5, 2013: Papyri fragments and other antiquities for $1,810,000 
(“Purchase #7”), 
14. — Hobby Lobby paid for each of the Purchases by wire transfer to a bank account in 
the name of Dirk D. Obbink at Comerica Bank in Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
15. For each of the Purchases, Obbink represented to Hobby Lobby that he was 
selling papyri that came from private collectors, 
16. Each of the Private Sale Agreements, at Paragraph 4 (captioned “Seller’s 
Representations and Warranties”), contained, among other things, €xpress warranties that: 


a. the Seller owns all right, title, and interest in and to the Property; 
b. the Seller has the unencumbered right to sell the Property to Buyer; and 


4 
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c. the Buyer's purchase of the Property will not infringe upon the rights of 
any third party, 


17. Obbink’s representations about the previous private Ownership of the Fragments 
and Seller’s Representations and Warranties were fraudulently made. None of Obbink’s 
representations and warranties could have been made honestly Considering the information 
Obbink possessed, 

18. — After each of Purchases, except for Purchase #7, Hobby Lobby imported the 
Fragments into the United States. Purchase #7, which contained four (4) papyrus pieces of New 
Testament Gospels identified as Matthew 3:7—10, 11-12; Mark 1:8-9, 16-18; Luke 13: 25-27, 
28; and John 8:26-28, 33-35 (the “Gospel Fragments”), was kept by Obbink for further research 
and was never delivered to Hobby Lobby. 

The “ 


Purchase Price for G |] Fraom 


19. On or about December 2017, Obbink informed Hobby Lobby that he had 





“mistakenly” sold the Gospel Fragments in Purchase #7 and that they were, in fact, owned by 
his employer, the EES. On January 4, 2018, Hobby Lobby made a written demand to Obbink 
for the return of $760,000, representing the purchase Price of the Gospel Fragments. On June 
14, 2018, Hobby Lobby made a second demand on Obbink to return the $760,000. 

20. On June 29, 201 8, Obbink responded in writing to Hobby Lobby’s refund request 
and agreed to return the $760,000 (the “Return Agreement”), Stating that: “I will be able to 
begin payments in the second half of July and anticipate completing these by late August or 
early September, perhaps sooner. I will let you know if this changes. I hope this is okay, and | 
remain committed to making full payment ASAP.” Hobby Lobby, however, received no 


payments from Obbink. 
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21. In a series of email exchanges in the fall of 2018 and the spring of 2019, Obbink 
informed Hobby Lobby that he needed to sell objects from his personal collection in auctions to 
pay the $760,000 pursuant to the Return Agreement, 

22. On September 24, 2019, Obbink sent an email to Hobby Lobby stating that 
payments to him for objects sold at auction were dependent upon the issuance of an export 


permit from the United Kingdom and that such permit would take 90 days to obtain, F urther, he 


Stated: 


6 


“As mentioned to you in my previous email, I am entirely dependent on the auction 
houses’ making payment to me to settle this Outstanding refund. These items are not what 


Attached to the email was a receipt for a $10,000 wire transfer to Hobby Lobby’s bank account. 
Thereafter, no further payments were made by Obbink pursuant to the Return Agreement. 
Hobby Lobby and EES Discover the Thefts 
23. Onor about April and May 2019, an MOTB representative contacted EES on 
behalf of Hobby Lobby to inquire about the circumstances surrounding Obbink’s sale of the 
Gospel Fragments. 
24, On June 4, 2019, a representative of MOTB travelled to London, United Kingdom 
and met with representatives of EES to discuss the Gospel Fragments. At the meeting, the 
MOTB representative provided the EES representatives with a copy of the Purchase Agreement 


for the Gospel Fragments along with images and descriptions of the objects. After discussion, 
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the EES representatives concluded that the Gospel Fragments had been stolen from the EES by 
Obbink and sold to Hobby Lobby, 

25. Thereafter, EES and MOTB met and conferred on all the Purchases and 
determined that other Pieces of papyri had been stolen by Obbink from EES and sold to Hobby 
Lobby. To date, thirty-two (32) items have been identified as having been stolen by Obbink 
from EES and sold directly to Hobby Lobby. The investigation continues. 

FIRST CLAIM FOR RELIEF 
(Fraud) 


26. Hobby Lobby repeats and realleges each allegation set forth in paragraphs 1 
through 25, inclusive, as if fully set forth at length herein. 

27. Prior to the Purchases, for the Purpose of inducing Hobby Lobby to consummate 
the Purchase, and as part of the basis of the bargain for the Purchase, Obbink represented to 
Hobby Lobby, expressly and unequivocally, in the Purchase Agreements and in conversations, 
based on his actual knowledge of the Fragments’ ownership history, that (i) the Fragments had 
been previously owned by private collectors; (ii) Obbink owned all right, title, and interest in 
and to the Fragments; (iii) Obbink had the unencumbered right to sell the F ragments to Hobby 
Lobby; and (iv) Hobby's Lobby’s purchase of the Property would not infringe upon the rights of 
any third party. 

28. Obbink further knew that Hobby Lobby (i) had expressly required Obbink’s 
representation and warranties in the Purchase Agreements as a condition of the Purchases, (ii) 
was purchasing the Fragments to lend and/or donate to the MOTB, (iii) would rely on Obbink’s 
Statements, and (iv) would not purchase the Fragments unless Obbink’s representations and 
warranties were true. Indeed, Hobby Lobby required Obbink’s representations and warranties in 


Writing as an express condition of the Purchases, 
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29. Hobby Lobby reasonably relied on Obbink’s representations and warranties in 
purchasing the Fragments. Although Hobby Lobby conducted a reasonable and customary due 
diligence investigation on the Fragments, it discovered no reason to question the truth, accuracy, 
and completeness of Obbink’s various statements, misstatements, and omissions which 
cumulatively amounted to a lie. Hobby Lobby would not have made the Purchases if it had 
known that the Fragments had been stolen from EES by Obbink. 

30. _ By reason of the foregoing, Hobby Lobby has been damaged as a proximate cause 
of Obbink’s deceitful and fraudulent conduct and is Entitled to rescind the Purchases and 
recover the Purchase Price of $7,095,100 together with interest from F ebruary 2013 and 
attorney’s fees and costs, 


SECOND CLAIM FOR RELIEF 
(Breach of Contract) 


31. Hobby Lobby repeats and realleges each allegation set forth in paragraphs ] 
through 30, inclusive, as if fully set forth at length herein. 

32. On June 29, 2018, Obbink entered into the Return Agreement to rescind the sale 
of the Gospel Fragments and return the $760,000 Hobby Lobby had paid in connection with its 
purchase of the Gospel Fragments. 

33. Obbink madea payment on September 24, 2019 of $10,000 under the Return 
Agreement and agreed to pay the balance of the amount owed by November 2019, He made no 
further payments Pursuant to the Return Agreement. 

34. Obbink breached the Return Agreement by failing to pay the $750,000 balance 


owed. 
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35. By reason of the foregoing, Hobby Lobby has been damaged by Obbink’s breach 
of the Return Agreement in the amount of $750,000 together with interest from September 24, 


2019 and attorney’s fees and costs, 


DEMAND FOR RELIEF 
OE EVR RELIEF 


WHEREFORE, Hobby Lobby demands judgment against the Defendant, as follows: 


(a) rescinding the Purchases of the F Fragments and requiring Obbink to return the 
$7,095,100 Purchase Price to Hobby Lobby together with interest from F ebruary 2013 as 


allowed by law; 


(b) awarding Hobby Lobby all attorneys’ fees and expenses and other costs it has 


incurred in this action; and 


(c) granting any further and different relief as the Court deems just and proper. 
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Dated: New York, New York 
June 2, 2021 


Respectfully submitted, 
Pearlstein & McCullough LLP 


By: /s/ Michael McCullough 
Michael McCullough 
Anju Uchima 


641 Lexington Avenue, 13" Floor 
New York, NY 10022 

Tel: (646) 762-7264 
MMcCullough@PM ounsel.com 


AUchima@PMCounsel.com 


Attorneys for Plaintiff 
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EXHIBIT 


Name of Witness: David Herniman 
No. of Witness Statement: 1 

Exhibit: DH/2 

Statement dated: 7'" September 2021 
Date Filed: 


United States District Court 
for the Eastern District of New York Civil Action Number 2103113 


Between 


Plaintiff 
Hobby Lobby Stores, Inc 


Defendant 
Dirk D Obbink 


EXHIBIT 


These are the photographs marked DH/2 referred to in the Witness Statement 
of David Herniman. 


Dated this 7 day of September 2021 


SIGNED: 











Photographs of serve on James Brindley 1627 hours Tuesday 7% 
September 2021 
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Photographs of serve on James Brindley 1627 hours Tuesday 7% 
September 2021 





Mr Dirk Obbink 
James Brindley 
Weirs Orchard 
Weirs Lane 


2021. @& 7 16:27 
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Photographs of serve on James Brindley 1627 hours Tuesday 7 
September 2021 
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EXHIBIT 


Name of Witness: David Herniman 
No. of Witness Statement: 1 

Exhibit: DH/3 

Statement dated: 7" September 2021 
Date Filed: 


United States District Court 
for the Eastern District of New York Civil Action Number 2103113 


Between 


Plaintiff 
Hobby Lobby Stores, Inc 


Defendant 
Dirk D Obbink 


EXHIBIT 


These are the Documents marked DH/3 referred to in the Witness Statement 
of David Herniman. 


Dated this 7" day of September 2021 






SIGNED: ......... 7. oe 
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AO 440 (Rey. 06/12) Summons in 2 Civil Action 
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 


for the 
Eastern District of New York 
Hobby Lobby Stores, Inc. ) 
) 
) 
) 
Plaintiffis) ) 
¥. ; Civil Action No. 21CV3113 
Dirk D. Obbink ) 
) 
) 
a ) 
Defendant(s) ) 
SUMMONS INA CIVIL ACTION 
To: (Defendant's name and address) Ohana d 
Headington, Oxford OX3 OBU 
United Kingdom 


A lawsuit has been filed against you. 


If you fail to respond, judgment by default will be entered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint. 
You also must file your answer or motion with the court. 


DOUGLAS C. PALMER 
CLERK OF COURT 


|s|Priscilla Bowens 


Signature of Clerk or Deputy Clerk 


Date: 06/02/2021 


——— 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 


er a 
HOBBY LOBBY STORES, INC, j 
Civil Docket No. 21-CV-3113 
Plaintiff, 
- against - 


DIRK D, OBBINK, 


COMPLAINT 


JURY TRIAL DEMANDED 
Defendant, 


ia ee 
Plaintiff Hobby Lobby Stores, Inc. (“Hobby Lobby”), by and through its attorneys, 
Pearlstein & McCullough LLP, as and for its Complaint, alleges as follows: 
PRELIMINARY STATEMENT 
‘ In this action, Plaintiff Hobby Lobby asserts claims for fraud and breach of 
contract in connection with its purchase of ancient Papyri fragments (the “Fragments”) eon 
Dirk D. Obbink (“Obbink”). Pursuant to seven Private sale agreements between February 2010 
and February 2013 (the “Private Sale Agreements”) between Hobby Lobby, as Buyer, and 
Obbink, as Seller, Hobby Lobby purchased the Fragments, along with other ancient objects, 
from Obbink (the “Purchases”) for approximately $7,095,100 (the “Purchase Price”). Some of 
the Fragments, the total number yet unknown, were stolen by Obbink from the Egyptian 
Exploration Society (“EES”), the custodian of the largest collection of ancient Papyri in the 
world, including those from the Grenfell and Hunt €xcavations in the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries at the site of Oxyrhynchus, Egypt, housed at the University of Oxford, 
England ( “Oxford”). Obbink was @ Lecturer in Papyrology and Greek Literature in the Faculty 
of Classics at Oxford until February 2021 and was the General Editor of the Oxyrhynchus 


Papyri at EES until August 2016. 
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Z In connection with the sale of the Fragments to Hobby Lobby, Obbink made 
Certain representations that, unknown to Hobby Lobby, were false. The Private Sale 
Agreements contained express warranties, none of which could be squared with the facts, that: 
(i) Obbink owned all right, title, and interest in the Fragments; (ii) Obbink had the 
unencumbered right to sell the Fragments; and (iii) Hobby Lobby’s purchase of the Fragments 
would not infringe upon the rights of any third Party. Obbink, prior to the Purchases, also 
knowingly made misrepresentations to Hobby Lobby that amount to both a breach of express 
warranty and fraud concerning the Fragments’ provenance (i-e., its history of ownership and 
chain of (itle). 

3. The fact that some unknown number of the Fragments were stolen renders all the 
Fragments unsalable and Worthless to Hobby Lobby, which stands to lose both the Fragments 
and the entire value of the Purchase Price it paid to Obbink. 

THE PARTIES 

4, Plaintiff Hobby Lobby is a corporation formed under the laws of the state of 
Oklahoma with a Principal place of business at 7707 SW 44th Street, Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma, 73139, United States of America. 

5. Upon information and belief, Obbink is an individual residing at 10 Pullens Field, 
Headington, Oxford, OX3 OBU, United Kingdom. 

SD N 

6. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction over this action pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 
1332(a) because there is complete diversity of citizenship between the Parties and the amount in 
controversy exceeds $75,000, exclusive of interest and costs, 











7, This Court has Personal jurisdiction over Obbink because he tansacted business 
in New York and/or because he committed tortious acts within New York, 
8. Venue is proper in this District pursuant to 28 U.S.C, §1 391(c\(3) because Obbink 
is not resident in the United States, 
SCO oO U 





s authenticity and legal ownership. Accordingly, the sale of material by a 


reputable dealer indicates to the art market that the dealer considers the object to be legally 
Owned, and the art market, in turn, relies on the dealer’s imprimatur of legality with respect to 
future sales, loans and exhibitions, 

11. Obbink, one of the world’s leading scholars of ancient papyri, also acted 
throughout his career as 4 private dealer of Papyri fragments and other antiquities to the world’s 
greatest museums and private collectors, 

Obbink’s Fraudulent Sale of the Fragments 

12. As Obbink was aware, Hobby Lobby was active in the private art market in 

building a biblical antiquities collection to serve as the base collection for a new museum 


Planned to be built in Washington, D.C., the Museum of the Bible (“MOTB”), 
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13. Pursuant to seven Private Sale Agreements between February 2010 and February 
2013, Hobby Lobby, through an agent, viewed the Fragments and consummated the following 
Purchases: 
a. February 6, 2010: Papyri fragments for $80,000 (“Purchase #1”), 
b. February 15, 2011: Papyri fragments and other antiquities for $500,000 
(“Purchase #2”), 
c. July 22, 2010: Papyri fragments and other antiquities for $350,000 (“Purchase 
#3”), 
d. November 20, 2010: Papyri fragments and other antiquities fur $2,400,000 
(“Purchase #4”), 
€. July 20, 2011: Papyri fragments and other antiquities for $1,345,500 (“Purchase 
#5”), 
f. March 7, 2012: Papyri fragments and other antiquities for $609,600 (“Purchase 
#6”), 
g. February 5, 2013: Papyri fragments and other antiquities for $1,810,000 
(“Purchase #7"), 
14. Hobby Lobby paid for each of the Purchases by wire transfer to a bank account in 
the name of Dirk D. Obbink at Comerica Bank in Ann Arbor, Michigan, 
15. For each of the Purchases, Obbink represented to Hobby Lobby that he was 
selling papyri that came from Private collectors, 
16. Each of the Private Sale Agreements, at Paragraph 4 (captioned “Seller’s 
Representations and Warranties”), contained, among other things, express Walranties that: 


a. the Seller owns all right, title, and interest in and to the Property; 
b. the Seller has the unencumbered right to sell the Property to Buyer; and 
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c. the Buyer's purchase of the Property will not infringe upon the rights of 
any third party. 


17, Obbink’s representations about the previous private Ownership of the Fragments 
and Seller's Representations and Warranties were fraudulently made. None of Obbink’s 
representations and warranties could have been made honestly considering the information 
Obbink possessed, 

18. — After each of Purchases, except for Purchase #7, Hobby Lobby imported the 
Fragments into the United States, Purchase #7, which contained four (4) papyrus pieces of New 
Testament Gospels identified as Matthew 3:7-1 0, 11~12; Mark 1:8-9, 16~-18: Luke 13: 25-27, 
28; and John 8:26-28, 33-35 (the “Gospel Fragments”), was kept by Obbink for further research 


and was never delivered to Hobby Lobby. 





19. On or about December 20] 7, Obbink informed Hobby Lobby that he had 
“mistakenly” sold the Gospel Fragments in Purchase #7 and that they were, in fact, owned by 
his employer, the EES. On January 4, 2018, Hobby Lobby made a written demand to Obbink 
for the return of $760,000, representing the purchase price of the Gospel Fragments. On June 
14, 2018, Hobby Lobby made a second demand on Obbink to return the $760,000. 

20. On June 29, 2018, Obbink responded in writing to Hobby Lobby’s refund request 
and agreed to return the $760,000 (the “Return Agreement”), Stating that: “I will be able to 
begin payments in the second half of July and anticipate completing these by late August or 
early September, perhaps sooner. I will let you know if this changes. I hope this is okay, and I 
remain committed to making full payment ASAP.” Hobby Lobby, however, received no 


payments from Obbink. 
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21, I i i i 
N a series of email exchanges in the fall of 2018 and the spring of 2019, Obbink 
informed | 
Hobby Lobby that he needed to sell objects from his personal collection j 
Nn in auctions to 
Pay the $760,000 pursuant to the Return Agreement. 


H EES Discover the T 


ng, 


for the Gospel ith i 
spel Fragments along with images and descriptions of the objects. After discussion 
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the EES representatives concluded that the Gospel Fragments had been Stolen from the EES by 
Obbink and sold to Hobby Lobby. 

25. Thereafter, EES and MOTB met and conferred on all the Purchases and 
determined that other Pieces of papyri had been stolen by Obbink from EES and sold to Hobby 
Lobby. To date, thirty-two (32) items have been identified as having been stolen by Obbink 
from EES and sold directly to Hobby Lobby. The investigation continues, 

FIRST CLAIM FOR RELIEF 
(Fraud) 


26, Hobby Lobby repeats and realleges each allegation set forth in Paragraphs | 
through 25, inclusive, as if fully set forth at length herein, 

27. Prior to the Purchases, for the Purpose of inducing Hobby Lobby to consummate 
the Purchase, and as part of the basis of the bargain for the Purchase, Obbink represented to 
Hobby Lobby, expressly and unequivocally, in the Purchase Agreements and in conversations, 
based on his actual knowledge of the Fragments’ ownership history, that (i) the Fragments had 
been previously owned by private collectors; (ii) Obbink owned aii right, title, and interest in 
and to the Fragments; (iii) Obbink had the unencumbered right to sell the Fragments to Hobby 
Lobby; and (iv) Hobby's Lobby’s purchase of the Property would not infringe upon the rights of 
any third party. 

28. — Obbink further knew that Hobby Lobby (i) had expressly required Obbink’s 
representation and warranties in the Purchase Agreements as a Condition of the Purchases, (ii) 
was purchasing the Fragments to lend and/or donate to the MOTB, (iii) would rely on Obbink’s 
Statements, and (iv) would not purchase the Fragments unless Obbink’s representations and 
warranties were true. Indeed, Hobby Lobby required Obbink’s representations and warranties in 


writing as an express condition of the Purchases. 
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diligence investigation on the Fragments, it discovered no reason to question the truth, accuracy, 
and completeness of Obbink’s various statements, misstatements, and omissions which 
cumulatively amounted to a lie. Hobby Lobby would not have made the Purchases if it had 
known that the Fragments had been stolen from EES by Obbink. 

30. By reason of the foregoing, Hobby Lobby has been damaged as a proximate cause 
of Obbink’s deceitful and fraudulent conduct and is Entitled to rescind the Purchases and 
Tecover the Purchase Price of $7,095,100 together with interest from F. ebruary 2013 and 
attorney’s fees and costs. 


SECOND CLAIM FOR RELIEF 
(Breach of Contract) 


31. Hobby Lobby repeats and realleges each allegation set forth in paragraphs | 
through 30, inclusive, as if fully set forth at length herein, 

32.  OnJune 29, 2018, Obbink entered into the Return Agreement to rescind the sale 
of the Gospel Fragments and return the $760,000 Hobby Lobby had paid in connection with its 
Purchase of the Gospel Fragments, 

33. Obbink madea Payment on September 24, 2019 of $10,000 under the Return 
Agreement and agreed to pay the balance of the amount owed by November 20] 9. He made no 
further payments pursuant to the Return Agreement. 

34. Obbink breached the Return Agreement by failing to pay the $750,000 balance 
Owed, 
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35. By reason of the foregoing, Hobby Lobby has been damaged by Obbink’ 


S breach 
of the Return Agreement in the amount of $750,000 together with interest from Septem 


ber 24, 
2019 and attorney’s fees and costs. 
DEMAND FOR RELIEF 
WHEREFORE, Hobby Lobby demands judgment against the Defendant, as follows 


(a) rescinding the Purchases of the Fragments and requiring Obbink to return the 


$7,095,100 Purchase Price to Hobby Lobby together with interest from February 2013 as 
allowed by law; 

(b) awarding Hobby Lobby all attorneys’ fees and expenses and other costs it has 
incurred in this action; and 


(c) granting any further and different relief as the Court deems Just and proper. 
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Dated: New York, New York 
June 2, 2021 Respectfully submitted, 


Pearlstein & McCullough LLP 


By: _/s/ Michael McCullough 
Michael McCullough 


Anju Uchima 
641 Lexington Avenue, 134 Floor 


New York, NY 10022 
Tel: (646) 762-7264 


Attorneys for Plaintiff 
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EXHIBIT 


Name of Witness: David Herniman 
No. of Witness Statement: 1 

Exhibit: DH/4 

Statement dated: 7 September 2021 
Date Filed: 


United States District Court 
for the Eastern District of New York Civil Action Number 21CV3113 


Between 


Plaintiff 
Hobby Lobby Stores, Inc 


Defendant 
Dirk D Obbink 


EXHIBIT 


These are the Photographs marked DH/4 referred to in the Witness Statement 
of David Herniman. 


Dated this 7" day of September 2021 





SIGNED: 
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Pearlstein & McCullough LLP 


641 Lexington Avenue ® 13*" Floor = New York, NY 10022 ® T: 646.762.7264 = F: 866.941.7720 = mmccullough@pmcounsel.com 


September 13, 2021 
BY ECF 


Honorable Rachel P. Kovner 

United States District Judge 

United States District Court, Eastern District of New York 
225 Cadman Plaza East, Courtroom 11C South 

Brooklyn, New York 11201 


Re: Hobby Lobby Stores Inc. v. Obbink (E.D.N.Y. Civil Docket No. 21-3113 





Dear Judge Kovner: 


We represent Plaintiff Hobby Lobby Stores, Inc. (“Hobby Lobby”’) in the above-referenced action 
(the “Action’). 


This letter responds to the Court’s Order of September 7, 2021, which directed Hobby Lobby to 
file proof that service of process upon Defendant Dirk Obbink (“Defendant” or “Obbink”) was timely 
effected or a status report showing good cause why such service has not been made. 


We can now report that Defendant was served with process at his residence in Oxford, England on 
September 7, 2021, pursuant to Fed. R. Civ. P. 4(f)(1) under the rules of the Hague Convention on the 
Service Abroad of Judicial and Extrajudicial Documents (the “Hague Convention”), to which the United 
Kingdom is a signatory. A copy of the process server’s affidavit of service, which was filed in ECF on 
September 12, 2021, is attached as Exhibit A. I set forth below the difficulties we had in effecting service 
since commencing the Action. 


At the time it filed the Summons and Complaint, Hobby Lobby did not know Obbink’s whereabouts. 
We engaged a private investigation firm, Applied Facts Group, Inc. (“Applied Facts”), to determine where 
Obbink could be served with process. We learned that Obbink, who had previously been a professor at 
Oxford University, no longer maintained an office at the school as his employment there had been 
terminated. We also learned that Obbink’s last known address was a residential house located at 12 Pullens 
Field, Headington, Oxford, OX3 OBU. On July 17, 2021, Hobby Lobby retained a local process server, 
APW Investigations of Oxfordshire, England (“APW”), to effect personal service of the Summons and 
Complaint upon Obbink. A resident at the last-known address informed APW that Obbink had sold his 
residence there and moved out on June 30, 2021. 


As a result of further investigation, Applied Facts, with the assistance of local authorities, was able 
to determine on August 4 that Obbink’s new address was James Brindley, Weirs Orchard, Weirs Lane, 
Oxford, OX1 4UP, a houseboat on the Thames River. APW attempted to serve Obbink by visiting the 
houseboat on August 17, 18, and 24, but Obbink was not at home on any of these dates. After contacting 
local authorities in Oxford and interviewing Obbink’s houseboat neighbor, we learned that Obbink was 
intentionally avoiding personal service of process. 
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Pearlstein & McCullough LLP 


641 Lexington Avenue ® 13** Floor = New York, NY 10022 ® T: 646.762.7264 = F: 866.941.7720 = mmccullough@pmcounsel.com 


On September 7, 2021, APW served the Summons and Complaint by leaving a copy at the front 
door of the houseboat and by mailing a copy to the houseboat address. Such service is a valid means of 


alternate service under the laws of the United Kingdom. 


Accordingly, we effected proper service of process pursuant to Rule 4(f)(1) and the Hague 
Convention. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Pearlstein & McCullough LLP 
By: /s/ Michael McCullough 


Michael McCullough 
Anju Uchima 
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Exhibit A 
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WITNESS STATEMENT 


Name of Witness: David Herniman 
No. of Witness Statement: 1 

Exhibit: DH/1-DH/4 

Statement dated: 7° September 2021 
Date Filed: 


United States District Court 
for the Eastern District of New York Civil Action Number 21CV3113 


Between 


Plaintiff 
Hobby Lobby Stores, Inc 


Defendant 
Dirk D Obbink 


eee 
WITNESS STATEMENT OF: DAVID HERNIMAN 
ee 


|, David Herniman of APW Investigations, Harwell Innovation Centre 173 Curie 
Avenue Harwell in the County of Oxfordshire, a process server acting under the 
direction of Pearlstein & McCullough LLP 641 Lexington Avenue, 13" Floor, New 
York, New York 10022 Attorneys for the Plaintiff in this matter state as follows: 


That I did at 1100 hours on Saturday 17% July 2021 attend at 12 Pullens Field, 
Headington, Oxford, OX3 OBU. 


The premises was a large detached house and the last known address of the 
Plaintiff Mr Dirk Obbink which had been supplied to us by those who instruct us. 


There | spoke with a female Dr Hinze who stated that she had recently moved 
into the house on 30" June 2021. She stated that the previous occupant Mr 
Obbink had not left a forwarding address. 
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We conducted further trace enquiries and discovered that a new address for Mr 
Obbink was: 


James Brindley, Weirs Orchard, Weirs Lane, Oxford, OX1 4UP. 


That | did at 1155 hours on Monday 16" August 2021 attend at ‘James Brindley’ 
Weirs Orchard, Weirs Lane, Oxford, OX1 4UP. The premise was a house boat 
(barge). The boat appeared very untidy, although there was bedding on the 
boat it did not appear to be inhabited on a regular basis. 


There was no one present at this time. 
| spoke to a female on the neighbouring boat who was very friendly and open. 


| did not disclose any information to her apart from that | was looking for the 
man who lived on the boat. She freely offered the following information: 


Occupant was Dirk Obbink 

He was on holiday, she clarified that he had not gone away. 

He was out at this time. 

Best to catch him during the week not at weekends. 

He is old fashioned and does not have a mobile, but she does have his 
email address which she was happy to pass to us. 


That | did at 0800 hours on Tuesday 17% August 2021 attend at ‘James Brindley’ 
Weirs Orchard, Weirs Lane, Oxford, OX1 4UP. There was no one present on the 
boat. 


That | did at 0915 hours on Wednesday 18¢ August 2021 attend at ‘James 
Brindley’ Weirs Orchard, Weirs Lane, Oxford, OX1 4UP. There was no one 
present on the boat. 


That | did at 1930 hours on Tuesday 24" August 2021 attend at ‘James 
Brindley’ Weirs Orchard, Weirs Lane, Oxford, OX1 4UP. There was no one 
present on the boat. 


| spoke to the same female neighbour who said Mr Obbink had not been 
about for the last week and stated he was there 8 out of 10 days the previous 
week. 


That I did at 1627 hours on Tuesday 7‘ September 2021 together with Jacqueline 
Herniman attend at ‘James Brindley’ Weirs Orchard, Weirs Lane, Oxford, OX1 
4UP. 


The premise appeared to be in the same condition as on previous visits. 
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We got no reply at the premise and there did not appear to be anyone occupying 
the premise. 


| served the below listed documents by placing them in a sealed envelope 
addressed to Mr Dirk Obbink and secured the envelope with tape on the outside 
of the main entrance door. 


1. Summons in a Civil Action dated 6"" February 2021 
2. Preliminary Statement dated 2 June 2021 


| now exhibit true copies hereto marked DH/1 of the above listed documents. 

| again spoke with the same female on the neighbouring boat who identified 
herself to me as Ms Sam Dent. She informed me that Mr Obbink had made two 
fleeting visits to the boat in the last week and also informed me that the police had 
been looking for him at the address. 

| took a series of photographs of the serve. 

| now exhibit a true copy hereto marked DH/2 of the photographs of the serve. 
That I did at 1657 hours the same day together with Jacqueline Hemiman attend 
the Royal Mail Post Box 93 High Street, Wheatley, Oxford, OX33 1XP and posted 
the below listed documents by placing them in a sealed envelope with a first-class 


stamp attached and addressed to Mr Dirk Obbink. 


1.Summons in a Civil Action dated 6 February 2021 
2. Preliminary Statement dated 2" June 2021 


| now exhibit true copies hereto marked DH/3 of the above listed documents. 
| took a series of photographs of the document posting. 


| now exhibit a true copy hereto marked DH/4 of the photographs of the posting. 
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Statement of Truth 
| believe that the facts stated in this statement are true. 





DAVID HERNIMAN 


Dated: 7° September 2021 
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EXHIBIT 


Name of Witness: David Herniman 
No. of Witness Statement: 1 

Exhibit: DH/1 

Statement dated: 7" September 2021 
Date Filed: 


United States District Court 
for the Eastern District of New York Civil Action Number 21CV31 13 


Between 


Plaintiff 
Hobby Lobby Stores, Inc 


Defendant 
Dirk D Obbink 


EXHIBIT 


These are the documents marked DH/1 referred to in the Witness Statement 
of David Herniman. 


Dated this 7" day of September 2021 


SIGNED: 
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AO 440 (Rev. 06/12) Summons in a Civil Action 


UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
for the 
Eastern District of New York 


Hobby Lobby Stores, Inc. 


Plaintiffis) 


v 


‘ Civil Action No. 21C0V3113 
Dirk D. Obbink 


Defendant(s) 7 


SUMMONS IN A CIVIL ACTION 


Dirk D. Obbink 

10 Pullens Field 

Headington, Oxford OX3 OBU 
United Kingdom 


SE NE NO SOI CID TICS 


To: (Defendant's name and address) 


A lawsuit has been filed against you. 


are the United States or a United States agency, or an officer or employee of the United States described in Fed. R. Civ. 
P. 12 (a)(2) or (3) — you must serve on the plaintiff an answer to the attached complaint or a motion under Rule 12 of 


Pearistein & McCullough LLP 
641 Lexington Avenue, 13th Floor 
New York, New York 10022 


If you fail to respond, judgment by default will be entered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint. 
You also must file your answer or motion with the court. 


DOUGLAS C. PALMER 


CLERK OF COURT 


[/Priscilla Bowens 


est 
Signature of Clerk or Deputy Clerk 


Date: 96/02/2021 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 


asannnaenmme 


HOBBY LOBBY STORES, INC, 

Civil Docket No. 21-CV-3113 
Plaintiff, 
- against - 

COMPLAINT 

DIRK D, OBBINK, ; 
JURY TRIAL DEMANDED 

Defendant. 


i ae 
Plaintiff Hobby Lobby Stores, Inc. (“Hobby Lobby”), by and through its attorneys, 
Pearlstein & McCullough LLP, as and for its Complaint, alleges as follows: 
PRELIMINARY STATEMENT 
1, In this action, Plaintiff Hobby Lobby asserts claims for fraud and breach of 
contract in connection with its purchase of ancient Papyri fragments (the “Fragments”) from 
Dirk D, Obbink (“Obbink”). Pursuant to seven Private sale agreements between February 2010 
and February 2013 (the “Private Sale Agreements”) between Hobby Lobby, as Buyer, and 
Obbink, as Seller, Hobby Lobby purchased the Fragments, along with other ancient objects, 
from Obbink (the “Purchases”) for approximately $7,095,100 (the “Purchase Price”). Some of 
the Fragments, the total number yet unknown, were stolen by Obbink from the Egyptian 
Exploration Society (“EES”), the custodian of the largest collection of ancient papyri in the 
world, including those from the Grenfell and Hunt excavations in the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries at the site of Oxyrhynchus, Egypt, housed at the University of Oxford, 
England (“Oxford”). Obbink was a Lecturer in Papyrology and Greek Literature in the Faculty 
of Classics at Oxford until February 2021 and was the General Editor of the Oxyrhynchus 


Papyri at EES until August 2016. 

















ps In connection with the sale of the Fragments to Hobby Lobby, Obbink made 
certain representations that, unknown to Hobby Lobby, were false. The Private Sale 
Agreements contained express warranties, none of which could be Squared with the facts, that: 
(i) Obbink owned all right, title, and interest in the Fragments; (ii) Obbink had the 
unencumbered right to sell the Fragments; and (iii) Hobby Lobby’s purchase of the Fragments 
would not infringe upon the rights of any third party, Obbink, prior to the Purchases, also 
knowingly made misrepresentations to Hobby Lobby that amount to both a breach of express 
Warranty and fraud concerning the Fragments’ provenance (i.e., its history of Ownership and 
chain of title), 

3. The fact that some unknown number of the Fragments were stolen renders all the 
Fragments unsalable and worthless to Hobby Lobby, which Stands to lose both the Fragments 
and the entire value of the Purchase Price it paid to Obbink. 

THE PARTIES 

4, Plaintiff Hobby Lobby is a Corporation formed under the laws of the state of 
Oklahoma with a principal place of business at 7707 SW 44th Street, Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma, 73139, United States of America. 

5. Upon information and belief, Obbink is an individual residing at 10 Pullens Field, 
Headington, Oxford, OX3 OBU, United Kingdom. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 
6. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction Over this action pursuant to 28 U.S.C, § 
1332(a) because there is complete diversity of citizenship between the Parties and the amount in 


controversy exceeds $75,000, exclusive of interest and costs, 


7. This Court has personal jurisdiction over Obbink because he transacted business 


in New York and/or because he committed tortious acts within New York. 


8. Venue is proper in this District pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §1391(c)\(3) because Obbink 


is not resident in the United States, 





verify an object’s authenticity and legal Ownership, Accordingly, the sale of material by a 
reputable dealer indicates to the art market that the dealer considers the object to be legally 
Owned, and the art market, in turn, relies on the dealer’s imprimatur of legality with respect to 
future sales, loans and exhibitions, 

11. Obbink, one of the world’s leading scholars of ancient papyri, also acted 
throughout his career as a private dealer of Papyri fragments and other antiquities to the world’s 
greatest museums and private collectors, 

Obbink’s Fraudulent Sale of the Fragments 

12. As Obbink was aware, Hobby Lobby was active in the private art market in 

building a biblical antiquities collection to Serve as the base collection for a new museum 


planned to be built in Washington, D.C., the Museum of the Bible (“MOTB”), 
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13. Pursuant to seven Private Sale Agreements between February 2010 and February 
2013, Hobby Lobby, through an agent, viewed the Fragments and consummated the following 
Purchases: 
a. February 6, 2010: Papyri fragments for $80,000 (“Purchase #1”), 
b. February 15, 2011: Papyri fragments and other antiquities for $500,000 
(“Purchase #2”), 
c. July 22, 2010: Papyri fragments and other antiquities for $350,000 (“Purchase 
#3”), 
d. November 20, 2010: Papyri fragments and other antiquities fur $2,400,000 
(“Purchase #4”), 
€. July 20, 2011: Papyri fragments and other antiquities for $1,345,500 (“Purchase 
#5”), 
f. March 7, 2012: Papyri fragments and other antiquities for $609,600 (“Purchase 
#6”). 
8. February 5, 2013: Papyri fragments and other antiquities for $1,810,000 
(“Purchase #7”), 
14. — Hobby Lobby paid for each of the Purchases by wire transfer to a bank account in 
the name of Dirk D. Obbink at Comerica Bank in Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
15. For each of the Purchases, Obbink represented to Hobby Lobby that he was 
selling papyri that came from private collectors, 
16. Each of the Private Sale Agreements, at Paragraph 4 (captioned “Seller’s 
Representations and Warranties”), contained, among other things, €xpress warranties that: 


a. the Seller owns all right, title, and interest in and to the Property; 
b. the Seller has the unencumbered right to sell the Property to Buyer; and 


4 
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c. the Buyer's purchase of the Property will not infringe upon the rights of 
any third party, 


17. Obbink’s representations about the previous private Ownership of the Fragments 
and Seller’s Representations and Warranties were fraudulently made. None of Obbink’s 
representations and warranties could have been made honestly Considering the information 
Obbink possessed, 

18. — After each of Purchases, except for Purchase #7, Hobby Lobby imported the 
Fragments into the United States. Purchase #7, which contained four (4) papyrus pieces of New 
Testament Gospels identified as Matthew 3:7-10, 11-12; Mark 1:8-9, 16-18; Luke 13: 25-27, 
28; and John 8:26-28, 33-35 (the “Gospel Fragments”), was kept by Obbink for further research 
and was never delivered to Hobby Lobby. 

The “ 


Purchase Price for G |] Fraom 


19. On or about December 2017, Obbink informed Hobby Lobby that he had 





“mistakenly” sold the Gospel Fragments in Purchase #7 and that they were, in fact, owned by 
his employer, the EES. On January 4, 2018, Hobby Lobby made a written demand to Obbink 
for the return of $760,000, representing the purchase Price of the Gospel Fragments. On June 
14, 2018, Hobby Lobby made a second demand on Obbink to return the $760,000. 

20. On June 29, 201 8, Obbink responded in writing to Hobby Lobby’s refund request 
and agreed to return the $760,000 (the “Return Agreement”), Stating that: “I will be able to 
begin payments in the second half of July and anticipate completing these by late August or 
early September, perhaps sooner. I will let you know if this changes. I hope this is okay, and | 
remain committed to making full payment ASAP.” Hobby Lobby, however, received no 


payments from Obbink. 
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21. In a series of email exchanges in the fall of 2018 and the spring of 2019, Obbink 
informed Hobby Lobby that he needed to sell objects from his personal collection in auctions to 
pay the $760,000 pursuant to the Return Agreement, 

22. On September 24, 2019, Obbink sent an email to Hobby Lobby stating that 
payments to him for objects sold at auction were dependent upon the issuance of an export 


permit from the United Kingdom and that such permit would take 90 days to obtain, F urther, he 


Stated: 


6 


“As mentioned to you in my previous email, I am entirely dependent on the auction 
houses’ making payment to me to settle this Outstanding refund. These items are not what 


Attached to the email was a receipt for a $10,000 wire transfer to Hobby Lobby’s bank account. 
Thereafter, no further payments were made by Obbink pursuant to the Return Agreement. 
Hobby Lobby and EES Discover the Thefts 
23. Onor about April and May 2019, an MOTB representative contacted EES on 
behalf of Hobby Lobby to inquire about the circumstances surrounding Obbink’s sale of the 
Gospel Fragments. 
24, On June 4, 2019, a representative of MOTB travelled to London, United Kingdom 
and met with representatives of EES to discuss the Gospel Fragments. At the meeting, the 
MOTB representative provided the EES representatives with a copy of the Purchase Agreement 


for the Gospel Fragments along with images and descriptions of the objects. After discussion, 
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the EES representatives concluded that the Gospel Fragments had been stolen from the EES by 
Obbink and sold to Hobby Lobby, 

25. Thereafter, EES and MOTB met and conferred on all the Purchases and 
determined that other Pieces of papyri had been stolen by Obbink from EES and sold to Hobby 
Lobby. To date, thirty-two (32) items have been identified as having been stolen by Obbink 
from EES and sold directly to Hobby Lobby. The investigation continues. 

FIRST CLAIM FOR RELIEF 
(Fraud) 


26. Hobby Lobby repeats and realleges each allegation set forth in paragraphs 1 
through 25, inclusive, as if fully set forth at length herein. 

27. Prior to the Purchases, for the Purpose of inducing Hobby Lobby to consummate 
the Purchase, and as part of the basis of the bargain for the Purchase, Obbink represented to 
Hobby Lobby, expressly and unequivocally, in the Purchase Agreements and in conversations, 
based on his actual knowledge of the Fragments’ ownership history, that (i) the Fragments had 
been previously owned by private collectors; (ii) Obbink owned all right, title, and interest in 
and to the Fragments; (iii) Obbink had the unencumbered right to sell the F ragments to Hobby 
Lobby; and (iv) Hobby's Lobby’s purchase of the Property would not infringe upon the rights of 
any third party. 

28. Obbink further knew that Hobby Lobby (i) had expressly required Obbink’s 
representation and warranties in the Purchase Agreements as a condition of the Purchases, (ii) 
was purchasing the Fragments to lend and/or donate to the MOTB, (iii) would rely on Obbink’s 
Statements, and (iv) would not purchase the Fragments unless Obbink’s representations and 
warranties were true. Indeed, Hobby Lobby required Obbink’s representations and warranties in 


Writing as an express condition of the Purchases, 
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29. Hobby Lobby reasonably relied on Obbink’s representations and warranties in 
purchasing the Fragments. Although Hobby Lobby conducted a reasonable and customary due 
diligence investigation on the Fragments, it discovered no reason to question the truth, accuracy, 
and completeness of Obbink’s various statements, misstatements, and omissions which 
cumulatively amounted to a lie. Hobby Lobby would not have made the Purchases if it had 
known that the Fragments had been stolen from EES by Obbink. 

30. _ By reason of the foregoing, Hobby Lobby has been damaged as a proximate cause 
of Obbink’s deceitful and fraudulent conduct and is Entitled to rescind the Purchases and 
recover the Purchase Price of $7,095,100 together with interest from F ebruary 2013 and 
attorney’s fees and costs, 


SECOND CLAIM FOR RELIEF 
(Breach of Contract) 


31. Hobby Lobby repeats and realleges each allegation set forth in paragraphs ] 
through 30, inclusive, as if fully set forth at length herein. 

32. On June 29, 2018, Obbink entered into the Return Agreement to rescind the sale 
of the Gospel Fragments and return the $760,000 Hobby Lobby had paid in connection with its 
purchase of the Gospel Fragments. 

33. Obbink madea payment on September 24, 2019 of $10,000 under the Return 
Agreement and agreed to pay the balance of the amount owed by November 2019, He made no 
further payments Pursuant to the Return Agreement. 

34. Obbink breached the Return Agreement by failing to pay the $750,000 balance 


owed. 
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35. By reason of the foregoing, Hobby Lobby has been damaged by Obbink’s breach 
of the Return Agreement in the amount of $750,000 together with interest from September 24, 


2019 and attorney’s fees and costs, 


DEMAND FOR RELIEF 
OE EVR RELIEF 


WHEREFORE, Hobby Lobby demands judgment against the Defendant, as follows: 


(a) rescinding the Purchases of the F Fragments and requiring Obbink to return the 
$7,095,100 Purchase Price to Hobby Lobby together with interest from F ebruary 2013 as 


allowed by law; 


(b) awarding Hobby Lobby all attorneys’ fees and expenses and other costs it has 


incurred in this action; and 


(c) — granting any further and different relief as the Court deems just and proper. 
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Dated: New York, New York 
June 2, 2021 


Respectfully submitted, 
Pearlstein & McCullough LLP 


By: /s/ Michael McCullough 
Michael McCullough 
Anju Uchima 


641 Lexington Avenue, 13" Floor 
New York, NY 10022 

Tel: (646) 762-7264 
MMcCullough@PM ounsel.com 


AUchima@PMCounsel.com 


Attorneys for Plaintiff 
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EXHIBIT 


Name of Witness: David Herniman 
No. of Witness Statement: 1 

Exhibit: DH/2 

Statement dated: 7" September 2021 
Date Filed: 


United States District Court 
for the Eastern District of New York Civil Action Number 21C0V3113 


Between 


Plaintiff 
Hobby Lobby Stores, Inc 


Defendant 
Dirk D Obbink 


EXHIBIT 


These are the photographs marked DH/2 referred to in the Witness Statement 
of David Herniman. 


Dated this 7 day of September 2021 


SIGNED: 











Photographs of serve on James Brindley 1627 hours Tuesday 7% 
September 2021 
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Photographs of serve on James Brindley 1627 hours Tuesday 7% 
September 2021 





Mr Dirk Obbink 
James Brindley 
Weirs Orchard 
Weirs Lane 


2021. @& 7 16:27 
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Photographs of serve on James Brindley 1627 hours Tuesday 7 
September 2021 
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EXHIBIT 


Name of Witness: David Herniman 
No. of Witness Statement: 1 

Exhibit: DH/3 

Statement dated: 7" September 2021 
Date Filed: 


United States District Court 
for the Eastern District of New York Civil Action Number 2103113 


Between 


Plaintiff 
Hobby Lobby Stores, Inc 


Defendant 
Dirk D Obbink 


EXHIBIT 


These are the Documents marked DH/3 referred to in the Witness Statement 
of David Herniman. 


Dated this 7" day of September 2021 






SIGNED: ......... 7. oe 
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AO 440 (Rev. 06/12) Summons in 2 Civil Action 
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 


for the 
Eastern District of New York 
Hobby Lobby Stores, Inc. ) 
) 
) 
) 
Plaintiffis) ) 
¥. ; Civil Action No. 21CV3113 
Dirk D. Obbink ) 
) 
) 
a ) 
Defendant(s) ) 
SUMMONS INA CIVIL ACTION 
To: (Defendant's name and address) Ohana d 
Headington, Oxford OX3 OBU 
United Kingdom 


A lawsuit has been filed against you. 


If you fail to respond, judgment by default will be entered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint. 
You also must file your answer or motion with the court. 


DOUGLAS C. PALMER 
CLERK OF COURT 


|s]Priscitla Bowens 


Signature of Clerk or Deputy Clerk 


Date: 06/02/2021 


——————_. 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 


er a 
HOBBY LOBBY STORES, INC, j 
Civil Docket No. 21-CV-3113 
Plaintiff, 
- against - 


DIRK D, OBBINK, 


COMPLAINT 


JURY TRIAL DEMANDED 
Defendant, 


ia ee 
Plaintiff Hobby Lobby Stores, Inc. (“Hobby Lobby”), by and through its attorneys, 
Pearlstein & McCullough LLP, as and for its Complaint, alleges as follows: 
PRELIMINARY STATEMENT 
‘ In this action, Plaintiff Hobby Lobby asserts claims for fraud and breach of 
contract in connection with its purchase of ancient Papyri fragments (the “Fragments”) eoen 
Dirk D. Obbink (“Obbink”). Pursuant to seven Private sale agreements between February 2010 
and February 2013 (the “Private Sale Agreements”) between Hobby Lobby, as Buyer, and 
Obbink, as Seller, Hobby Lobby purchased the Fragments, along with other ancient objects, 
from Obbink (the “Purchases”) for approximately $7,095,100 (the “Purchase Price”). Some of 
the Fragments, the total number yet unknown, were stolen by Obbink from the Egyptian 
Exploration Society (“EES”), the custodian of the largest collection of ancient Papyri in the 
world, including those from the Grenfell and Hunt €xcavations in the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries at the site of Oxyrhynchus, Egypt, housed at the University of Oxford, 
England ( “Oxford”). Obbink was @ Lecturer in Papyrology and Greek Literature in the Faculty 
of Classics at Oxford until February 2021 and was the General Editor of the Oxyrhynchus 


Papyri at EES until August 2016. 








Z In connection with the sale of the Fragments to Hobby Lobby, Obbink made 
Certain representations that, unknown to Hobby Lobby, were false. The Private Sale 
Agreements contained express warranties, none of which could be squared with the facts, that: 
(i) Obbink owned all right, title, and interest in the Fragments; (ii) Obbink had the 
unencumbered right to sell the Fragments; and (iii) Hobby Lobby’s purchase of the Fragments 
would not infringe upon the rights of any third Party. Obbink, prior to the Purchases, also 
knowingly made misrepresentations to Hobby Lobby that amount to both a breach of express 
warranty and fraud concerning the Fragments’ provenance (i-e., its history of ownership and 
chain of (itle). 

3. The fact that some unknown number of the Fragments were stolen renders all the 
Fragments unsalable and Worthless to Hobby Lobby, which stands to lose both the Fragments 
and the entire value of the Purchase Price it paid to Obbink. 

THE PARTIES 

4, Plaintiff Hobby Lobby is a corporation formed under the laws of the state of 
Oklahoma with a Principal place of business at 7707 SW 44th Street, Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma, 73139, United States of America. 

5. Upon information and belief, Obbink is an individual residing at 10 Pullens Field, 
Headington, Oxford, OX3 OBU, United Kingdom. 

SD N 

6. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction over this action pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 
1332(a) because there is complete diversity of citizenship between the Parties and the amount in 
controversy exceeds $75,000, exclusive of interest and costs, 











7, This Court has Personal jurisdiction over Obbink because he tansacted business 
in New York and/or because he committed tortious acts within New York, 
8. Venue is proper in this District pursuant to 28 U.S.C, §1 391(c\(3) because Obbink 
is not resident in the United States, 
SCO oO U 





s authenticity and legal ownership. Accordingly, the sale of material by a 


reputable dealer indicates to the art market that the dealer considers the object to be legally 
Owned, and the art market, in turn, relies on the dealer’s imprimatur of legality with respect to 
future sales, loans and exhibitions, 

11. Obbink, one of the world’s leading scholars of ancient papyri, also acted 
throughout his career as 4 private dealer of Papyri fragments and other antiquities to the world’s 
greatest museums and private collectors, 

Obbink’s Fraudulent Sale of the Fragments 

12. As Obbink was aware, Hobby Lobby was active in the private art market in 

building a biblical antiquities collection to serve as the base collection for a new museum 


Planned to be built in Washington, D.C., the Museum of the Bible (“MOTB”), 
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13. Pursuant to seven Private Sale Agreements between February 2010 and February 
2013, Hobby Lobby, through an agent, viewed the Fragments and consummated the following 
Purchases: 
a. February 6, 2010: Papyri fragments for $80,000 (“Purchase #1”), 
b. February 15, 2011: Papyri fragments and other antiquities for $500,000 
(“Purchase #2”), 
c. July 22, 2010: Papyri fragments and other antiquities for $350,000 (“Purchase 
#3”), 
d. November 20, 2010: Papyri fragments and other antiquities fur $2,400,000 
(“Purchase #4”), 
€. July 20, 2011: Papyri fragments and other antiquities for $1,345,500 (“Purchase 
#5”), 
f. March 7, 2012: Papyri fragments and other antiquities for $609,600 (“Purchase 
#6”), 
g. February 5, 2013: Papyri fragments and other antiquities for $1,810,000 
(“Purchase #7"), 
14. Hobby Lobby paid for each of the Purchases by wire transfer to a bank account in 
the name of Dirk D. Obbink at Comerica Bank in Ann Arbor, Michigan, 
15. For each of the Purchases, Obbink represented to Hobby Lobby that he was 
selling papyri that came from Private collectors, 
16. Each of the Private Sale Agreements, at Paragraph 4 (captioned “Seller’s 
Representations and Warranties”), contained, among other things, express Walranties that: 


a. the Seller owns all right, title, and interest in and to the Property; 
b. the Seller has the unencumbered right to sell the Property to Buyer; and 
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c. the Buyer's purchase of the Property will not infringe upon the rights of 
any third party. 


17, Obbink’s representations about the previous private Ownership of the Fragments 
and Seller's Representations and Warranties were fraudulently made. None of Obbink’s 
representations and warranties could have been made honestly considering the information 
Obbink possessed, 

18. — After each of Purchases, except for Purchase #7, Hobby Lobby imported the 
Fragments into the United States, Purchase #7, which contained four (4) papyrus pieces of New 
Testament Gospels identified as Matthew 3:7-1 0, 11~12; Mark 1:8-9, 16~-18: Luke 13: 25-27, 
28; and John 8:26-28, 33-35 (the “Gospel Fragments”), was kept by Obbink for further research 


and was never delivered to Hobby Lobby. 





19. On or about December 20] 7, Obbink informed Hobby Lobby that he had 
“mistakenly” sold the Gospel Fragments in Purchase #7 and that they were, in fact, owned by 
his employer, the EES. On January 4, 2018, Hobby Lobby made a written demand to Obbink 
for the return of $760,000, representing the purchase price of the Gospel Fragments. On June 
14, 2018, Hobby Lobby made a second demand on Obbink to return the $760,000. 

20. On June 29, 2018, Obbink responded in writing to Hobby Lobby’s refund request 
and agreed to return the $760,000 (the “Return Agreement”), Stating that: “I will be able to 
begin payments in the second half of July and anticipate completing these by late August or 
early September, perhaps sooner. I will let you know if this changes. I hope this is okay, and I 
remain committed to making full payment ASAP.” Hobby Lobby, however, received no 


payments from Obbink. 
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21, I i i i 
N a series of email exchanges in the fall of 2018 and the spring of 2019, Obbink 
info | 
tmed Hobby Lobby that he needed to sell objects from his personal collection j 
Nn iN auctions to 
Pay the $760,000 pursuant to the Return Agreement. 


H EES Discover the T 


ng, 














Cae . 


the EES representatives concluded that the Gospel Fragments had been Stolen from the EES by 
Obbink and sold to Hobby Lobby. 

25. Thereafter, EES and MOTB met and conferred on all the Purchases and 
determined that other Pieces of papyri had been stolen by Obbink from EES and sold to Hobby 
Lobby. To date, thirty-two (32) items have been identified as having been stolen by Obbink 
from EES and sold directly to Hobby Lobby. The investigation continues, 

FIRST CLAIM FOR RELIEF 
(Fraud) 


26, Hobby Lobby repeats and realleges each allegation set forth in Paragraphs | 
through 25, inclusive, as if fully set forth at length herein, 

27. Prior to the Purchases, for the Purpose of inducing Hobby Lobby to consummate 
the Purchase, and as part of the basis of the bargain for the Purchase, Obbink represented to 
Hobby Lobby, expressly and unequivocally, in the Purchase Agreements and in conversations, 
based on his actual knowledge of the Fragments’ ownership history, that (i) the Fragments had 
been previously owned by private collectors; (ii) Obbink owned aii right, title, and interest in 
and to the Fragments; (iii) Obbink had the unencumbered right to sell the Fragments to Hobby 
Lobby; and (iv) Hobby's Lobby’s purchase of the Property would not infringe upon the rights of 
any third party. 

28. — Obbink further knew that Hobby Lobby (i) had expressly required Obbink’s 
representation and warranties in the Purchase Agreements as a Condition of the Purchases, (ii) 
was purchasing the Fragments to lend and/or donate to the MOTB, (iii) would rely on Obbink’s 
Statements, and (iv) would not purchase the Fragments unless Obbink’s representations and 
warranties were true. Indeed, Hobby Lobby required Obbink’s representations and warranties in 


writing as an express condition of the Purchases. 
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diligence investigation on the Fragments, it discovered no reason to question the truth, accuracy, 
and completeness of Obbink’s various statements, misstatements, and omissions which 
cumulatively amounted to a lie. Hobby Lobby would not have made the Purchases if it had 
known that the Fragments had been stolen from EES by Obbink. 

30. By reason of the foregoing, Hobby Lobby has been damaged as a proximate cause 
of Obbink’s deceitful and fraudulent conduct and is Entitled to rescind the Purchases and 
Tecover the Purchase Price of $7,095,100 together with interest from F. ebruary 2013 and 
attorney’s fees and costs. 


SECOND CLAIM FOR RELIEF 
(Breach of Contract) 


31. Hobby Lobby repeats and realleges each allegation set forth in paragraphs | 
through 30, inclusive, as if fully set forth at length herein, 

32.  OnJune 29, 2018, Obbink entered into the Return Agreement to rescind the sale 
of the Gospel Fragments and return the $760,000 Hobby Lobby had paid in connection with its 
Purchase of the Gospel Fragments, 

33. Obbink madea Payment on September 24, 2019 of $10,000 under the Return 
Agreement and agreed to pay the balance of the amount owed by November 20] 9. He made no 
further payments pursuant to the Return Agreement. 

34. Obbink breached the Return Agreement by failing to pay the $750,000 balance 
Owed, 
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35. By reason of the foregoing, Hobby Lobby has been damaged by Obbink’ 


S breach 
of the Return Agreement in the amount of $750,000 together with interest from Septem 


ber 24, 
2019 and attorney’s fees and costs. 
DEMAND FOR RELIEF 
WHEREFORE, Hobby Lobby demands judgment against the Defendant, as follows: 


(a) rescinding the Purchases of the Fragments and requiring Obbink to return the 


$7,095,100 Purchase Price to Hobby Lobby together with interest from February 2013 as 
allowed by law; 

(b) awarding Hobby Lobby all attorneys’ fees and expenses and other costs it has 
incurred in this action; and 


(c) granting any further and different relief as the Court deems Just and proper. 
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Dated: New York, New York 
June 2, 2021 Respectfully submitted, 


Pearlstein & McCullough LLP 


By: _/s/ Michael McCullough 
Michael McCullough 


Anju Uchima 


641 Lexington Avenue, 134 Floor 
New York, NY 10022 
Tel: (646) 762-7264 

L.co: 


ll 
AUchima@PMCounsel.com 


Attorneys for Plaintiff 
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EXHIBIT 


Name of Witness: David Herniman 
No. of Witness Statement: 1 

Exhibit: DH/4 

Statement dated: 7" September 2021 
Date Filed: 


United States District Court 
for the Eastern District of New York Civil Action Number 21CV3113 


Between 


Plaintiff 
Hobby Lobby Stores, Inc 


Defendant 
Dirk D Obbink 


EXHIBIT 


These are the Photographs marked DH/4 referred to in the Witness Statement 
of David Herniman. 


Dated this 7" day of September 2021 





SIGNED: 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 


HOBBY LOBBY STORES, INC, 
Civil Action No. 21-CV-3113 (RPK) 
Plaintiff, 
- against - 
REQUEST FOR CLERK’S 
DIRK D. OBBINK, : CERTIFICATE OF DEFAULT 


Defendant. 


TO: DOUGLAS C. PALMER, Clerk of the United States District Court for the 
Eastern District of New York 
Please enter the default of Defendant Dirk D. Obbink pursuant to Rule 55(a) of the 
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, and Local Civil Rule 55.1 of the United States District Court 
for the Eastern District of New York, for failure to plead or otherwise defend this action, as fully 
appears from the Court file herein and from the attached Affirmation of Michael McCullough, 
Esq. 


Dated: New York, New York 
November 15, 2021 Respectfully submitted, 


Pearlstein & McCullough LLP 


By: _/s/ Michael McCullough 
Michael McCullough 


Anju Uchima 


641 Lexington Avenue, 13" Floor 
New York, NY 10022 
Tel: (646) 762-7264 


MMcCullough @PMCounsel.com 
AUchima@PMCounsel.com 





Attorneys for Plaintiff 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 


HOBBY LOBBY STORES, INC, 
Civil Action No. 21-CV-3113 (RPK) 
Plaintiff, 
- against - 


DIRK D. OBBINK, : CERTIFICATE OF DEFAULT 


Defendant. 


I, Douglas C. Palmer, Clerk of the United States District Court for the Eastern District of 
New York, do hereby certify that the docket entries in the above-entitled action indicate that the 
Summons and Complaint in this action were served on Dirk D. Obbink on September 7, 2021 by 


leaving a copy at the front door of his residence and by mailing a copy to the residence. 


I further certify that the docket entries indicate that the Defendant Dirk D. Obbink has not 
filed an Answer or otherwise moved with respect to the Complaint herein. The default of 
Defendant Dirk D. Obbink is hereby noted, pursuant to Fed. R. Civ. P. 55(a). 

Dated: Brooklyn, New York 


DOUGLAS C. PALMER, Clerk of Court 


By: 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 


HOBBY LOBBY STORES, INC, 
Civil Action No. 21-CV-3113 (RPK) 
Plaintiff, 
- against - 


DIRK D. OBBINK, : CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 


Defendant. 


I, Michael McCullough, hereby certify that on the 18th day of November 2021, I 
electronically filed the foregoing with the Clerk of Court using the CM/ECF system, which will 
send a notification of such filing (NEF) to the following: 


No parties other than the Plaintiff's counsel registered. 


And I hereby certify that I have mailed the document by U.S. Mail, postage prepaid to the 
following non-filing users: 


Mr. Dirk D. Obbink 
James Brindley 
Weirs Orchard 
Weirs Lane 

Oxford, OX1 4UP 
United Kingdom 


Pearlstein & McCullough LLP 

By: _/s/ Michael McCullough 
Michael McCullough 
Anju Uchima 

641 Lexington Avenue, 13" Floor 

New York, NY 10022 

Tel: (646) 762-7264 

MMcCullough @ PMCounsel.com 

AUchima@PMCounsel.com 





Attorneys for Plaintiff 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 


HOBBY LOBBY STORES, INC, 
Civil Action No. 21-CV-3113 (RPK) 
Plaintiff, 
- against - : AFFIRMATION IN SUPPORT 
: OF REQUEST FOR 
DIRK D. OBBINK, : CERTIFICATE OF DEFAULT 


Defendant. 


MICHAEL McCULLOUGH hereby declares as follows: 


im I am admitted to the Bar of this Court and am a Partner in the law firm of Pearlstein 
& McCullough LLP, attorneys for Plaintiffs Hobby Lobby Stores, Inc (“Hobby Lobby”). I am 
fully familiar with all of the facts and circumstances described herein. 

2. I submit this Affirmation in Support of Plaintiffs’ Request for Certificate of Default 
against Defendant Dirk D. Obbink (““Obbink”’) pursuant to Fed. R. Civ. P. 55(a). 

es This action was commenced by Hobby Lobby on June 2, 2021 claiming fraud and 
breach of contract in connection with its purchase of ancient papyri fragments (the “Fragments’’) 
from Obbink. Pursuant to seven private sale agreements between February 2010 and February 
2013 between Hobby Lobby, as Buyer, and Obbink, as Seller, Hobby Lobby purchased the 
Fragments, along with other ancient objects, from Obbink for approximately $7,095,100. Some of 
the Fragments, the total number yet unknown, were stolen by Obbink from the Egyptian 
Exploration Society (“EES”), the custodian of the largest collection of ancient papyri in the world 
housed at the University of Oxford, England (“Oxford”). Obbink was a Lecturer in Papyrology 


and Greek Literature in the Faculty of Classics at Oxford until February 2021. 
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4, Defendant Obbink was properly served with the Summons and Complaint at his 
residence, a houseboat in Oxford, England on September 7, 2021, pursuant to Fed. R. Civ. P. 
4(f)(1) under the rules of the Hague Convention on the Service Abroad of Judicial and 
Extrajudicial Documents (the “Hague Convention”), to which the United Kingdom is a 
signatory. A copy of the process server’s affidavit of service was filed in ECF on September 
12, 2021 (Docket No. 6). A letter to Judge Kovner explaining the difficulties we had in effecting 
service and validity of the means of service was filed with the Court on September 13, 2021. 
(Docket No. 7). 

5. Obbink’s neighbor, Ms Sam Dent, witnessed Obbink on his houseboat on 
Saturday afternoon, September 11, 2021. According to Ms. Dent’s written statement, which is 
attached as Exhbit A, Obbink opened the main boat door where the envelope containing the 
Summons and Complaint was attached. Ms. Dent stated that the envelope had been removed by 
Obbink from the door. Ms Dent also produce a photograph of Obbink on the houseboat which 
she has taken on the afternoon of September 11, 2021. 

6. Defendant Dirk D. Obbink has failed to plead or otherwise defend this action, 
and his time to do so has expired. 

7. Upon information and belief, Defendant Dirk D. Obbink is an individual who is 
not an infant, incompetent person, or engaged in active military service. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Dated: New York, New York 
November 15, 2021 Respectfully submitted, 


Pearlstein & McCullough LLP 


By: _/s/ Michael McCullough 
Michael McCullough 


Anju Uchima 
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641 Lexington Avenue, 13" Floor 
New York, NY 10022 
Tel: (646) 762-7264 


MMcCullough @PMCounsel.com 
AUchima@PMCounsel.com 





Attorneys for Plaintiff 
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WITNESS STATEMENT 


Name of Witness: Samantha Dent 

No. of Witness Statement: 1 

Exhibit: DH/2, SD/1 

Statement dated: 15" September 2021 
Date Filed: 


United States District Court 
for the Eastern District of New York Civil Action Number 21CV3113 


Between 


Plaintiff 
Hobby Lobby Stores, Inc 


Defendant 
Dirk D Obbink 


WITNESS STATEMENT OF: SAMANTHA DENT 


| am Samantha Dent. 
| was born on 6" February 1973. 


| live at ‘Element’ Weirs Orchard, Weirs Lane, Oxford, OX1 4UP. The premise is 
a narrow boat moored on the River Isis. 


| have lived at this address for about 8 years. 
My neighbouring boat is the ‘James Brindley’. 
| know the owner / occupant of the ‘James Bridley’ to be Mr Dirk Obbink. 


| have Known Mr Obbink since 2012. | used to run a boat business and worked 
on his boat for him. 
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During August 2021 Mr Obbink stayed on the boat for about 8 out of 12 days 
when he visited. 


At about 1627 hours on Tuesday 7" September 2021, | was at my home when | 
Saw a male person who | now know to be Mr David Herniman tape an envelope 
to the main cabin doors of the ‘James Brindley’. 


| had a short conversation with Mr Herniman. 


| have since been shown a number of photographs of this envelope being taped 
to the door which | can identify by the mark DH/2 


The envelope remained secured to the door until about 1500 hours on Saturday 
11'" September 2021. 


At 1622 hours on Saturday 11" September 2021, | saw Mr Obbink on the ‘James 
Brindley’. This was the first time | had seen him there since the envelope had 
been secured. 


The main cabin door was open, Mr Obbink would have had to remove the 
envelope to open the door. 


| took a photograph of Mr Obbink on the boat at this time. 
| now exhibit a true copy hereto marked SD/1 of the photograph. 


At 1700 hours | noticed that Mr Obbink was no longer on the ‘James Bridley’. The 
envelope was no longer secured on the door. 


Statement of Truth 
| believe that the facts stated in this statement are true. 


Ce ee ee as 


Samantha Dent 


Dated: 15° September 2021 
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EXHIBIT 


Name of Witness: Samantha Dent 

No. of Witness Statement: 1 

Exhibit: DH/2 

Statement dated: 15'" September 2021 
Date Filed: 


United States District Court 
for the Eastern District of New York Civil Action Number 21CV3113 


Between 


Plaintiff 
Hobby Lobby Stores, Inc 


Defendant 
Dirk D Obbink 


EXHIBIT 


These are the photographs marked DH/2 referred to in the Witness Statement 
of Samantha Dent. 


Dated this 15'" day of September 2021 


SIGNED: 
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EXHIBIT 


Name of Witness: Samantha Dent 

No. of Witness Statement: 1 

Exhibit: SD/1 

Statement dated: 15'° September 2021 
Date Filed: 


United States District Court 
for the Eastern District of New York Civil Action Number 21CV3113 


Between 


Plaintiff 
Hobby Lobby Stores, Inc 


Defendant 
Dirk D Obbink 


EXHIBIT 


This is the photograph marked SD/1 referred to in the Witness Statement 
of Samantha Dent. 


Dated this 15'" day of September 2021 


SIGNED: A 
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Photograph of Mr Dirk Obbink on the ‘James Brindley’ 1622 hours 
Saturday 11‘ September 2021 








Case 1:21-cv-03113-RPK-MMH Document 9 Filed 11/30/21 Page 1 of 1 PagelD #: 104 


UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 


pdabveeceuusseetvedeieuss eecuedesatastarsseseeecuapeeeued < 
HOBBY LOBBY STORES, INC, 
Plaintiff, 21-CV-3113 (RPK) 
- against — CERTIFICATE OF DEFAULT 
DIRK D. OBBINK, 
Defendant. 
See ea an NERD E OME Orne San NEP OE eran onan fe Nee eeee cae ene xX 


I, Douglas C. Palmer, Clerk of the Court of the United States District Court for 
the Eastern District of New York, do hereby certify that Defendant DIRK D. OBBINK 
has not filed any answer or otherwise moved with respect to the Complaint herein. The 
default of Defendant DIRK D. OBBINK is hereby noted pursuant to Rule 55(a) of the 


Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. 


Dated: Brooklyn, New York 
November 30, 2021 


DOUGLAS C. PALMER, Clerk of the Court 
By: Cae Levela 


Deputy Clerk 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 


HOBBY LOBBY STORES, INC, 
Civil Action No. 21-CV-3113 (RPK) 
Plaintiff, 
- against - 
MOTION FOR ENTRY OF 
DIRK D. OBBINK, ' DEFAULT JUDGMENT 


Defendant. 


Plaintiff Hobby Lobby Stores Inc. requests that entry of judgment by default be entered 
against Defendant Dirk D. Obbink pursuant to Rule 55(b) of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. 
In support of this request, Plaintiff relies upon the record in this case and the Affidavit submitted 
herein. 


Dated: New York, New York 
December 21, 2021 Respectfully submitted, 


Pearlstein & McCullough LLP 


By: _/s/ Michael McCullough 
Michael McCullough 


Anju Uchima 


641 Lexington Avenue, 13 Floor 
New York, NY 10022 

Tel: (646) 762-7264 
MMcCullough @ PMCounsel.com 
AUchima@PMCounsel.com 





Attorneys for Plaintiff 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 


HOBBY LOBBY STORES, INC, 
Civil Action No. 21-CV-3113 (RPK) 
Plaintiff, 
- against - 


DIRK D. OBBINK, : DEFAULT JUDGMENT 


Defendant. 


The Defendant, Dirk D. Obbink, having failed to appear, plead or otherwise defend in this 
action, and a Certificate of Default having been entered on November 30, 2021, and counsel for 
Plaintiff having requested judgment against the defaulted Defendant and having filed a proper 
motion and affidavit in accordance with Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 55 (a) and (b), Judgment 
is hereby entered in favor of Plaintiff Hobby Lobby Stores Inc. and against Defendant Dirk D. 
Obbink, as follows: 

The amount of $7,085,100, together with interest on the judgment at the legal rate until the 
judgment is satisfied. 


Dated: Brooklyn, New York 


Rachel P. Kovner 
District Court Judge 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 


HOBBY LOBBY STORES, INC, 
Civil Action No. 21-CV-3113 (RPK) 
Plaintiff, 
- against - 


DIRK D. OBBINK, : CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 


Defendant. 


I, Michael McCullough, hereby certify that on the 21‘ day of December 2021, I 
electronically filed the Motion for Entry of Default Judgment, Affidavit in Support of Motion for 
Entry of Default Judgment, and proposed Default Judgment with the Clerk of Court using the 
CM/ECF system, which will send a notification of such filing (NEF) to the following: 

No parties other than the Plaintiff's counsel registered. 

And I hereby certify that I have mailed the Motion for Entry of Default Judgment, 
Affidavit in Support of Motion for Entry of Default Judgment, and proposed Default Judgment 
by U.S. Mail, postage prepaid to the following non-filing users: 


Mr. Dirk D. Obbink 
James Brindley 
Weirs Orchard, Weirs Lane 
Oxford, OX1 4UP 
United Kingdom 
Pearlstein & McCullough LLP 
By: _/s/ Michael McCullough 
Michael McCullough 
Anju Uchima 
641 Lexington Avenue, 13" Floor 
New York, NY 10022 
Tel: (646) 762-7264 
MMcCullough @ PMCounsel.com 
AUchima@PMCounsel.com 





Attorneys for Plaintiff 


~ 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 


HOBBY LOBBY STORES, INC, 


Civil Action No. 21-CV-3113 (RPK) 
Plaintiff, 
- against - ; AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT 
: OF MOTION FOR ENTRY 
DIRK D. OBBINK, : OF DEFAULT JUDGMENT 
Defendant. 


MICHAEL McCULLOUGH, being duly sworn, deposes and says: 

1. I am admitted to the Bar of this Court and am a Partner in the law firm of Pearlstein 
& McCullough LLP, attorneys for Plaintiffs Hobby Lobby Stores, Inc (“Hobby Lobby”). I am 
fully familiar with all the facts and circumstances described herein. 

2, I submit this Affidavit in Support of Plaintiffs Motion for Entry of Default 
Judgment against Defendant Dirk D. Obbink (“Obbink”) pursuant to Fed. R. Civ. P. 55(b). 

2 In this action, which was commenced on June 2, 2021, Hobby Lobby asserts claims 
for fraud and breach of contract in connection with its purchase of ancient papyri fragments (the 
“Fragments”) from Obbink. Pursuant to seven private sale acetone between Hobby Lobby, as 
Buyer, and Obbink, as Seller, Hobby Lobby, between February 2010 and February 2013, 
purchased the Fragments, along with other ancient objects, for $7,095,100. Unbeknownst to Hobby 
Lobby, certain of the Fragments, the total number yet unknown, had been stolen by Obbink from 
the Egyptian Exploration Society, the custodian of the largest collection of ancient papyri in the 
world, housed at the University of Oxford, England (“Oxford”). Obbink was a Lecturer in 
Papyrology and Greek Literature in the Faculty of Classics at Oxford until February 2021. In 
September 2019, Obbink paid $10,000 to Hobby Lobby as a partial payment under one of the 


purchase agreements, but made no further payments. 
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4, Obbink was, pursuant to Fed. R. Civ. P. 4(f)(1), properly served with the 
Summons and Complaint at his residence, a houseboat in Oxford, England, on September 7, 
2021, in accordance with the rules of the Hague Convention on the Service Abroad of Judicial 
and Extrajudicial Documents (the “Hague Convention”), to which the United Kingdom is a 
signatory. A copy of the process server’s affidavit of service was filed in ECF on September 
12, 2021 (Docket No. 6). A letter to the Court explaining the difficulties we had had in effecting 
service and the validity of the means of service was filed on September 13, 2021. (Docket No. 
>. 

3 The time for Obbink to respond to the Complaint expired on September 29, 
2021. To date, Obbink has failed to appear in this action, much less submit a response to the 
Complaint. 

6. On November 30, 2021, the Court entered a Certificate of Default certifying 
Obbink’s default pursuant to Fed. R. Civ. P. 55(a). (Docket No. 9). 

7. As required by the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act of 2003, I have confirmed 
that Obbink is not currently in active US military service. 

8. Upon information and belief, Obbink is an individual who is not an infant or 


incompetent person. 
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9. In this action, Hobby Lobby seeks to rescind its purchase of the Fragments and 
recover the total purchase price of $7,095,100, minus the partial refund of $10,000 under one 
of the purchase agreements. Accordingly, Hobby Lobby respectfully requests a judgment in 


the amount of $7,085,100 together with pre-judgment interest. 





MICHAEL McCULLOUGH 


Sworn to before me this 
day of December, 2021 





Notary Public 


RONALD E REATHERFORD 
Notary Public-State of New York 
NO. 01RE6207490 
Qualified in Suffolk County 
My Commission Expires Jun 15, 2025 


